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sions coincide with our own strate-
gic developments.”

According to Zhao Deming, Par-
ty secretary of Guiyang, the city 
should seize opportunities brought
by the new round of high-level 
opening-up and the continuous 
improvement of transport infra-
structure, make every effort to 
build a modern and open industri-
al system and speed up the con-
struction of an inland open
economic pilot zone.

“This is going to be another big
opportunity for us,” Li said.

Guiyang’s construction of an
inland open economic pilot zone 
will not only be convenient for 
Chery & Wanda to integrate itself 
into the industrial chain at home 
and abroad, but also help promote 
the modernization and intelligence
of the company’s production, Li 
added. 

It will also help the city attract
investment, introduce advanced 
technologies, and develop the 
whole automobile industry.

Based on its achievements made
in technological research and 
development and with the policy 
guidance of the local government, 
Chery & Wanda made a break-
through in exports last year.

In 2019, the company first
exported 20 commercial vehicles to
the Philippines. This year, their 
partner in the Philippines made an 
order of hundreds of vehicles.

Thanks to coordinated efforts by
the local government in preventing
and controlling the novel coronavi-
rus epidemic, the production of 
Chery & Wanda is back at full 
capacity. 

From this second quarter, the
products of Chery & Wanda are 
being exported in bulk. As a result, 
2020 will mark the bus maker’s 
great strides in exports, according 
to Li.

Riding on the “tailwind” of Gui-
yang’s opening-up, the speed and
quantity of the company’s exports
will be further improved, Li not-
ed.

According to its 2020 develop-
ment plan, Chery & Wanda aims
to achieve annual sales of more
than 2,000 vehicles, with an out-
put value exceeding 2 billion
yuan ($281.35 million). 

The intended orders for com-
mercial vehicles to be exported
to the Philippines, Malaysia,
Nepal and Chile have been com-
pleted.

Looking ahead, to enhance its
strength and confidence in going 
global, Chery & Wanda is sched-
uled to make more efforts in inno-
vation and R&D, and produce 
vehicles with smaller dimensions, 
more interior space, better fuel 
efficiency and improved safety, Li 
said.

This year, a hydrogen bus devel-
oped by Chery & Wanda will be 
tested and launched.
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expand its businesses worldwide. 
Cao Xuhong, deputy general man-

ager of Jonyang Kinetics’ import 
and export division, said although 
the global economy has been affect-
ed by the coronavirus pandemic, the
company has confidence in its Afri-
can markets and has sent four 
employees to Africa to develop busi-
ness.

The company began its presence
in countries and regions involved in 
the Belt and Road Initiative in 2015. 
It set up a marketing center in Ken-
ya in 2018, which ranked in the top 
six in Africa among its industry 
competitors. Its competitors 
include construction machinery 
enterprises from the United States, 
South Korea and Japan.

At present, Guizhou Jonyang
Kinetics’ sales network covers 10 
countries.

In China, the company’s import
and export volume increased around
10 percent year-on-year in the first 
quarter of 2020, laying a solid foun-
dation for overseas sales, Cao said.

The expansion of business has
allowed for the upgrading of technol-
ogy. On May 10, a project led by Guiz-
hou Jonyang Kinetics on the 
technological research and industri-

alization of emergency rescue and 
obstacle-removing vehicles was 
approved.

The project broke the monopoly
held by foreign companies, formed a 
key technology system with inde-
pendent intellectual property rights, 
and improved the design and manu-
facturing of emergency rescue equip-
ment, according to industry insiders.

With the development of the big
data industry in Guizhou, companies
in the province have grown rapidly 
and are promoting a high-level of 
opening-up.

Guiyang-based Manbang Group
was listed in China’s Top 100 Uni-
corns of 2020 released by market 
consultancy iiMedia Research. The 
company ranked 16th and was val-
ued at 45 billion yuan ($6.33 billion).

As a unicorn enterprise of internet
logistics, Manbang focuses on cloud 
computing, big data, internet and 
artificial intelligence technologies, 
and has set up a supply information 
network nationwide to provide inte-
grated services for trucks.

Digital logistics will be further
facilitated by the city’s upcoming 
high-quality resources and policy 
dividends, said Zhang Hui, CEO of 
Manbang Group.
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Bus maker riding boom in top gear 
By YUAN SHENGGAO

As a leading passenger car man-
ufacturer in China, Chery & Wanda
Guizhou Bus is poised to fulfill its 
potential in overseas markets. It is 
“getting a free ride” with Guiyang’s 
development of an open economy, 
executives with the bus maker said.

Located in Guiyang Economic
and Technological Development 
Zone, Chery & Wanda’s market cov-
ers the provinces of Guangdong, 
Anhui, Sichuan and Yunnan as well
as the Guangxi Zhuang autono-
mous region. Some of its products 
have been exported to Southeast 
Asian countries, according to the 
bus manufacturer.

“The main reason why Chery &
Wanda can quickly let its prod-
ucts go abroad is that Guiyang is
accelerating its high-level open-
ing-up,” said Li Hongda, director
of operations at the bus manufac-
turer.

“In terms of open development,
the government’s plans and deci-
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Guiyang, capital of Guizhou prov-
ince in Southwest China, will pro-
mote opening-up and accelerate the 
construction of an economic hub 
under the integrated development 
of Guiyang and Guian New Area, 
said Chen Yan, city mayor at Gui-
yang’s fifth session of the 14th peo-
ple’s congress on May 13.

Intelligent manufacturing is an
important way for Guiyang to pro-
mote a new round of high-quality 
opening-up. The city will focus on 
the construction of experimental 
economic zones, key cities of the 
international land and marine 
trades, and national middle and 
high-end consumer goods manufac-
turing bases.

The city also plans to promote the
manufacturing industry with digi-
tal, intelligent, high-end and large-
scale infrastructure that can build 
precise, intelligent and reliable 
brands in Guiyang.

A local joint venture, Guizhou
Jonyang Kinetics Company, devel-
ops, produces and sells excavators. 
Its products are widely used in oil-
fields, urban construction, ports, 
airports, irrigation and water con-
servation projects.

The company has made innova-
tive technological advances, devel-
oping China’s first polar all-terrain 
vehicle to be used in scientific 
research in Antarctica. The vehicle 
won the China Grand Award for 
Industry.

The high-level opening-up in Gui-
yang also has helped the company to

‘Engine’ of economy at full tilt in Guiyang
City’s opening-up and landmark free trade zone taking the lead role in Guizhou province’s growing role in cross-border e-commerce

By YUAN SHENGGAO 

The Guiyang Free Trade Zone is
making strides in developing
cross-border e-commerce and
forging itself into a crucial area for
opening-up, as the city in South-
west China’s Guizhou province
promotes its high-quality econom-
ic development.

“Guiyang will use the construc-
tion of an inland open economic
pilot zone as the lead and make
every effort to improve the level of
opening-up,” said Chen Yan, mayor
of Guiyang, on May 13. He was
speaking at the opening of the fifth
session of the 14th people’s con-
gress of Guiyang.

Working as an “engine” of the
city’s open economy, the Guiyang
Free Trade Zone is the first com-
prehensive bonded zone in Guiz-
hou province.

Focused on developing cross-
border e-commerce, improving
the business environment and
opening-up, the free trade zone is
developing into a bonded zone
with a high-level of opening-up
and a raft of preferential policies,
according to the local government.

Under the technical support
provided by technology giant Ali-
baba’s cross-border e-commerce
service center in Guizhou, the Gui-
yang Free Trade Zone launched an
integrated service website in Sep-
tember 2019.

 The website aims to help for-
eign trade companies explore
international markets by offering
quality services, including train-
ing for professionals, business
tracking and supply chain devel-
opment.

“Some trading companies that
act as agents to sell tires and wheel
hubs could only facilitate tradi-
tional domestic sales in the past,
since they are lacking in foreign
trade professionals and knew little
about cross-border e-commerce
business,” said Chen Longgang,
director of operations and services
with the Alibaba’s e-commerce
service center in Guizhou.

But this situation has been
turned around. Taking advantage
of the cross-border business ser-
vice website, local companies have
reached agreements with overseas
traders from nine countries, Chen
added.

Up to now, a total of 147 compa-
nies have registered on the website
and are able to find more services
and businesses.

In addition, the Guiyang Free
Trade Zone has improved its infra-
structure and its business registra-
tion and enterprise operation 
services to shore up the develop-
ment of foreign trade companies.

The free trade zone has estab-
lished bonded warehouses covering
an area totaling 70,000 square 
meters and cross-border e-com-
merce supervision warehouses cov-
ering 8,000 sq m.

To streamline business registra-
tion procedures, the free trade zone 
has adopted electronic registration, 
which has improved efficiency and 
helped to cut time costs for enter-
prises.

As enterprises operate, free
trade zone representatives pay
regular visits to companies to
check business conditions and
help solve any operational diffi-
culties. They also hold business
training courses and seminars.

Cross-border e-commerce busi-
ness in the Guiyang Free Trade
Zone developed rapidly through-

out 2019 with a transaction vol-
ume reaching $200 million, said 
Chen Junlin, head of the cross-border
e-commerce office at the free trade 
zone. Of this sum, $1.15 million was 
from the bonded import business, 
Chen added.

Among the companies based in the
Guiyang Free Trade Zone is Guizhou 
Free Trade Online Import and Export.

As an online-to-offline cross-bor-
der e-commerce enterprise, the com-
pany has realized sales of duty-paid 
goods online and offline, offering dis-
plays at brick-and-mortar stores and 
online orders.

Since it settled in the free trade
zone in 2015, the company has 
opened 12 offline experience stores 
and one online “shopping mall”. 

It has attracted more than 700
brands from over 30 countries, with
some 350,000 orders annually and 
an annual transaction volume of 32 
million yuan ($4.51 million), 
according to Li Hongyan,  deputy 
general manger of Guizhou Free 
Trade Online Import and Export.

“A can of infant milk powder
imported from New Zealand will 
cost more than 420 yuan in accord-
ance with the market price of gener-

al trade channels, but is only some 
200 yuan in our stores,” Li said. 

By relying on the advantages of
cross-border bonded business, cus-
tomers can purchase authentic 
goods from overseas at a price 
30-40 percent lower than the mar-
ket level.

Last year, the total volume of Gui-
yang’s foreign trade reached $4.15 
billion, a year-on-year increase of 
18.8 percent. The city’s GDP exceed-
ed 400 billion yuan in 2019, up 7.4 
percent from 2018.

In 2020, Guiyang will step up its
efforts to improve its international
exchange channels and further
establish its industrial districts in a
bid to enhance foreign trade and
economic cooperation, according
to Chen Yan, who also serves as a
deputy to the National People’s
Congress and director of the
administrative committee of Guian
New Area.

“This year, we will strive to culti-
vate 60 foreign trade enterprises
with annual sales exceeding $10
million, and the city’s total import
and export trade reaching $4.4 bil-
lion, up more than 10 percent from
2019,” the mayor added.
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Chen Yan, mayor of Guiyang


