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Zhang Ling, chief weather fore-
caster at the National Meteorologi-
cal Center, said Nuri made landfall 
about half a month earlier than the 
first typhoons to hit China in the 
past. 

It had a relatively short life and
was expected to weaken in the next 
three days, she said. 

The Guangdong Meteorological
Service has activated a level-three
emergency response for Nuri,
with neighboring Guangxi and

Hainan activating level-four
responses. 

Separately, eight people died and
five others are missing after a rain-
storm hit Zunyi in Guizhou province
last week, China Central Television 
reported.

Heavy rain began to batter Zunyi
early on Thursday and led to heavy 
flooding in the town of Bifeng, in 
Zheng’an county.

More than 13,000 people were
evacuated and 5,029 houses were 

damaged, local authorities said.
A search for the missing is under-

way. Local authorities have also 
launched disaster relief efforts to 
help those affected. 

Guizhou has been experiencing
its longest and wettest period of
heavy rain since 1961, the prov-
ince’s department of emergency
management said. It has issued
warnings about the risks of disas-
ters like mountain torrents and
landslides.

State Councilor Wang Yong urged
all-out flood control and disaster 
relief efforts to minimize potential 
losses and ensure the safety of peo-
ple’s lives and property. 

Local authorities should ensure
funding and resources for disaster 
relief, improve detection and pre-
diction of floods and issue warnings
in time, Wang, who also heads the 
State Flood Control and Drought 
Relief Headquarters, said at a meet-
ing on Friday.

Rescuers clear a car that was caught in flooding in Zheng’an county, Guizhou province, on Saturday. Rainstorms left eight people dead and 
five others missing in the county. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Policies:  
IMF set to 
further cut  
forecast of 
contraction

The International Monetary
Fund expects to further revise its 
forecast for the global economy 
this year to indicate a worsening 
of the situation from its April fore-
cast of a 3 percent contraction, 
IMF Managing Director Kristali-
na Georgieva said on Saturday.

A new outlook will be released
on June 24 and is expected to 
reflect extremely challenging 
conditions as the real economy is
hit hard by the pandemic, Geor-
gieva said in a speech posted on 
the IMF’s website.

Current economic projections
suggested the deepest global 
recession since the end of World 
War II — a 5.2 percent contrac-
tion of global GDP this year, with
the largest number of economies 
experiencing declines in per cap-
ita output since 1870, the World 
Bank said last week.

The gloomy outlook and the
risk of a possible second wave of 
the novel coronavirus outbreak 
may increase global financial 
market fluctuations, and this may 
influence Chinese investors’ senti-
ment. “Releasing more monetary 
easing signals to stabilize market 
expectations is necessary in the 
short term,” said Ming Ming, a 
senior analyst at CITIC Securities.

A stock market sell-off, sparked
by renewed fears over the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, reap-
peared in the United States last 
week, recording the sharpest 
weekly losses since March. Ana-
lysts said that should serve as a 
reminder that the world is still in 
the middle of a global health crisis.

The US Federal Reserve pre-
dicted on Wednesday that it 
would keep interest rates close to 
zero until at least the end of 2022, 
as the US would take years to 
bring joblessness back down to 
the levels before the COVID-19 
pandemic and the US economy 
may contract by 6.5 percent this 
year, according to the economic 
projections on the Fed’s website.

“The dovish policy stance of the
Fed will also help to increase the 
flexibility of China’s monetary 
policy, reducing constraints on 
cutting the benchmark interest 
rates, including the deposit rates,” 
said Lou from Postal Savings 
Bank of China.

Consumer inflation, indicated
by the consumer price index, eased
to a 14-month low of 2.4 percent in 
May, down from 3.3 percent in 
April, and the producer price 
index, which measures factory-
gate prices, dropped by 3.7 percent 
from a year earlier, according to 
the National Bureau of Statistics.
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Blasts: Plan 
to step up 
monitoring
of vehicles

More than 540 people and six
sniffer dogs from local fire and res-
cue departments have been
involved in the search and rescue
mission. They managed to rescue
23 people, the ministry said in a
statement released on Sunday
morning.

The State Council Work Safety
Committee said it will supervise
the investigation of the accident
while ordering the traffic police to
ensure tougher law enforcement
to eliminate the risk of deadly
safety hazards on the roads.

From page 1

In April, the committee pub-
lished a three-year plan to improve
work safety administration nation-
wide. According to the plan, it is
compulsory for all vehicles carry-
ing dangerous materials to have

tracking devices installed by 2022
to warn the drivers and the author-
ities about possible collisions.
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First typhoon of year lands in Guangdong
Packing winds 
of 83 km/h, Nuri 
sparks warnings of 
torrents, landslides
By ZOU SHUO 

zoushuo@chinadaily.com.cn

Typhoon Nuri became the first
typhoon to make landfall in China 
this year when it hit the coast of the 
southern province of Guangdong on
Sunday morning, the National 
Meteorological Center said.

Nuri, the second typhoon of the
year, made landfall on Hailing 
Island in Yangjiang at 8:50 am, the 
center said. The first typhoon of the 
year, Vongfong, hit the central Phil-
ippines last month.

Guangdong’s meteorological ser-
vice said Nuri had the intensity of a 
tropical storm when it landed, pack-
ing winds of almost 83 kilometers 
per hour near its center. It headed 
northwest and degraded into a 
depression in the afternoon.

The center renewed a blue
typhoon alert and a yellow rain-
storm alert, forecasting strong 
winds for parts of the South China 
Sea and Guangdong and rainstorms
in Hainan province, parts of Guang-
dong and the Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region from Sunday to 
Monday.

On Saturday, China activated a
level-four emergency response, the 
lowest in the country’s four-tier 
warning system, for Nuri. 

Parts of Guangdong and Guangxi
are at risk of mountain torrents and 
landslides as the areas have recently
been hit by rainstorms, the Ministry
of Emergency Management said.

The State Flood Control and
Drought Relief Headquarters has 
sent a work team to Guangdong to 
assist in disaster relief efforts.

Rescuers transfer a person severely injured in the blasts onto a heli-
copter in Wenling, Zhejiang province, on Sunday. XIAO DA / CHINA DAILY
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Chongqing vice-mayor 
under investigation
Deng Huilin, vice-mayor of 

Chongqing and head of the 

Chongqing Municipal Bureau of 

Public Security, is under investi-

gation for suspected serious viola-

tions of Party discipline and the 

law, the country’s top anti-corrup-

tion watchdogs said on Sunday 

without elaborating. Deng, 55, is 

from Wuhan, Hubei province, and 

holds a master’s degree in law. He 

began working in 1984 and joined 

the Communist Party of China in 

1989, according to a resume 

released by the CPC’s Central 

Commission for Discipline 

Inspection and the National 

Supervisory Commission. He built

a career in the police system in 

Hubei before transferring to 

Chongqing in July 2017 to become 

head of the city’s public security 

bureau. He became vice-mayor of 

Chongqing in 2018.

Science funding 
applications up 11.3% 
A total of 250,703 funding applica-

tions for natural science research 

projects were made last year, 

according to the National Natural 

Science Foundation of China. The 

number of applications was 25,351 

higher than in 2018, representing 

year-on-year growth of 11.3 percent, 

the foundation said. It supported 

45,192 projects from 1,469 institutes 

in various fields, with direct funding

of 28.1 billion yuan ($4 billion) and 

indirect funding from other sources 

of 4.9 billion yuan. The foundation 

plans to allocate 29.5 billion yuan to 

finance science projects this year, 

with additional indirect funding 

estimated at about 5.6 billion yuan. 

As of May 20 this year, a total of 

269,700 applications had been 

received, an increase of 12 percent 

over the same period in 2019.
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