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Connected by high-
speed railways and 
international airlines to 
the rest of the world, 
Guiyang enjoys appar-
ent geographical 
advantages. As science 
and technology develop at a fast 
pace, land transportation, especially 
high-speed rail, has become faster, 
safer and more reliable. The sea-land 
multimodal transport has facilitated 
the development of land port-based 
industries and logistics parks in Gui-
yang. The city has become an impor-
tant part of the New Eurasian 
Continental Bridge through the Chi-
na-Europe Railway Express service 
that connects 62 Chinese cities with 
51 cities across 15 European coun-
tries.
Sun Shuzhong, former Chinese 
ambassador to the Kingdom of 
Morocco and former Chinese ambas-
sador to Rwanda

In the past few 
years, we have suc-
cessfully connected 
the Southwest China 
region and Southeast 
Asia under the Belt 
and Road Initiative, 
which is an all-round network featur-
ing a new land-sea corridor. As Gui-
yang is a key hub in the network of 
the corridor, the Guiyang city govern-
ment has rolled out a strategic plan 
with the aim of combining trade and 
industrial development to build Gui-
yang into an international city of trade
and manufacturing. How to give full 
play to the new land-sea corridor and 
make full use of its regional and geo-
graphical advantages will be impor-
tant tasks (for Guiyang) in the future.
Gao Jian, secretary-general of the 
Shanghai Academy of Global Govern-
ance and Area Studies

An inland transpor-
tation hub area repre-
sents the new trend of 
economic growth both 
at home and abroad. 
By actively construct-
ing external channels 
and supporting infrastructure, an 
inland city can become a hub port for 
international trade, like in the coastal 
areas. We believe Guiyang will meet a 
similar opportunity by developing 
inland ports to expand the western 
region to an export-oriented econo-
my. With a new multimodal transport 
channel that links ASEAN members 
to the south and Europe to the west, 
Guiyang can find a way to achieve 
comprehensive development with 
local characteristics.
Gao Junjie, partner in innovative ser-
vices at PricewaterhouseCoopers 
China

The cooperation 
between China and 
Thailand in tourism, 
agricultural products, 
minerals and handi-
crafts has become an 
anchor for the close 
relationship between the two coun-
tries. The rapid development of Gui-
yang in the past several years has 
brought great attention to Thailand. 
The new land-sea corridor also gives 
Guiyang an important role in con-
necting western China’s resources 
and products, manufacturing and 
trade to the world market, and gives 
it great power to influence Thailand 
and even ASEAN. We look forward to 
this energetic and dynamic economic 
accelerator to inject new vitality into 
Thailand-China economy and trade 
cooperation.
Phaichit Viboontanasarn, vice-pres-
ident and secretary-general of the 
Thai Chamber of Commerce in China

China is the largest
partner for Brazil. 
And as I said, we have 
a very important rela-
tionship with China. 
It’s a long-term rela-
tionship. And the Chi-
nese Chamber of Commerce in 
Brazil has a very important role in 
this relationship, since the chamber 
aims to provide solutions for the 
Chinese that would like to invest in 
Brazil, and the Brazilians that would 
like to invest China. The chamber is 
now advising many Brazilian com-
panies to export to or invest in Chi-
na, which has opened markets for 
Brazilian startups, mainly in finan-
cial tech and health tech. I believe 
the Chinese side can also use our 
chamber as a platform, to know 
more about the Brazilian market 
and the Brazilian players, and to 
help you make strategic partner-
ships with Brazilian companies. We 
have a large market in Brazil, and 
we have 200 million people, so 
there are a lot of opportunities in 
Brazil for Chinese.
Daniel Manucci, president of the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce in 
Brazil

Under the Belt and
Road Initiative, China 
and Poland have 
established extensive 
cooperation in econo-
my and trade. The new 
land-sea corridor is to promote trade 
between the two countries. We are 
confident that agricultural products 
from the vast plain in Poland and 
those from mountains in Guizhou are 
complementary (in each other’s mar-
ket).
Andrzej Juchniewiez, chief repre-
sentative of the Polish Investment 
and Trade Agency in China

What they say

With an improved transport network, Guiyang is playing an increasingly important role in the new land-sea corridor that links Southwest 

China with Southeast Asia. QIN GANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Hosts introduce Guiyang’s local products to overseas buyers through 

an online show on an e-commerce platform. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY              

A shot in 
the arm for 
city’s trade 
businesses
By ZHANG LINWAN 

zhanglinwan@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s e-commerce giant Aliba-
ba has brought strong impetus to
the development of foreign trade in
Guiyang, the capital city of South-
west China’s Guizhou province. 

Alibaba established its Guizhou
cross-border e-commerce service
center in Guiyang in April 2016.

“We almost started from scratch
with only six corporate clients at
the beginning. Local companies
had limited access to the foreign
trade industry and doubted wheth-
er they would be able to do this
business,” said Zhao Zhouliang,
general manager of the center. “But
now, many enterprises reached out
to us with the intent to conduct for-
eign trade.”

With a large and powerful data-
base, Zhao’s team offers local busi-
nesses professional market analysis 
to expand their presence in the inter-
national market. 

When encountering difficulties in
foreign exchange settlement, logis-
tics, and tax refunds, clients can also 
turn to the center for help. 

Considering that the city faces a
shortage of professionals in cross-
border e-commerce, the center orga-
nized a total of 68 online and offline 
training sessions in 2019 for nearly 
300 trainees. 

During the past four years, the cen-
ter has seen the number of its clients 
rise from six to 150. These enterprises

sector of foreign trade and high-end 
manufacturing, said Liu Lisha, 
director of the Guiyang bureau of 
commerce.

Thanks to these efforts, a great
number of e-commerce enterprises 
have recognized Guiyang’s promis-
ing market prospects and established
branches to boost the local cross-bor-
der e-commerce industry, Zhao said.

It is estimated that Guiyang’s
cross-border e-commerce transac-
tion value will exceed $1.5 billion by 
2022. More than 300 foreign trade 
companies will gather in its cross-
border e-commerce pilot zone by 
then, local officials said.

Next, Zhao will step up collabora-
tion with local governments to help 
to develop e-commerce operations 
for an array of leading industries in 
Guizhou, such as Guiyang’s automo-
bile fittings and Zunyi’s tea and pep-
per.

“We will make an integrated pack-
age of local products and export 
them as a whole,” he said.

The center is also set to send teams
to India, Pakistan and Myanmar to 
promote Guizhou’s trade coopera-
tion with these countries.

this is a visionary and creative
move.”

In the auto section of the online
fair, visitors can find new passen-
ger cars produced at Chinese auto-
maker Geely’s complete vehicle
manufacturing facility in Gui-
yang. 

Located in Guiyang’s Guanshan-
hu district, the automobile manu-

facturing facility covers an area of
68.5 hectares and has an annual
capacity of 300,000 units. A total
of 43,200 cars rolled off its assem-
bly lines in 2019, according to local
officials.

The manufacturing facility has
brought 28 well-established auto
parts manufacturers from home
and abroad to Guiyang, and collec-

tively they created an output value
of 610 million yuan ($86 million)
in 2019, according to the local gov-
ernment. 

Luo Yi, a senior official with the
Guanshanhu district government,
said in an interview during the
online fair that to add to its exist-
ing industrial capacity, the district
will bring in quality manufactur-

ers of industrial products and con-
sumer goods to form clusters. 

“Our goal is to build quality brands
and contribute our share to develop-
ing Guiyang into a major manufac-
turing base in western China,” Luo 
said. 

As a landlocked city, Guiyang
especially values opening-up and
the online fair is one of its latest

From left: Hosts of a livestreaming event introduce Guiyang’s products to clients in Africa.  Guiyang’s business representatives sign cooperative 

agreements with their partners in Southeast Asia during the 2020 Guiyang Import and Export Online Fair. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Guizhou’s capital goes virtual with online fairs
Major events adapt    

to pandemic response

to promote global 

commercial links

By HU YUYAN 

huyuyan@chinadaily.com.cn

G uiyang, capital of South-
west China’s Guizhou
province, turned to virtu-
al trade fairs to engage

with domestic and global traders 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The virtual event, namely the
2020 Guiyang Import and Export
Online Fair, was held from Friday
to Sunday. It attracted more than
2,000 exhibitors including Aliba-
ba, Guizhou Tyre and Geely and
over 2,700 buyers from 52 coun-
tries and regions. More than
20,000 exhibits were showcased
online. 

Ran Bin, vice-mayor of Guiyang,
said on Friday at the opening cere-
mony that the fair is an important
move to promote high-quality
development in the face of new
challenges and reflects the
progress Guiyang has made in
coordinating its COVID-19
response and economic and social
development. 

“By hosting the fair, we hope to
help quality Guizhou products
and brands gain greater populari-
ty and introduce quality products
and brands from other parts of the
world to consumers in Guiyang,”
Ran said. 

Liu Lisha, head of the Guiyang
bureau of commerce, said the
online fair has featured events
such as the Five Continents Online
Forum, a cross-border e-com-
merce talent show, live product
promotions and online business
meetings. 

“We are aiming to develop the
online fair into a new platform for
Guiyang to conduct its interna-
tional trade and for businesses to
extend their global reach,” she
said.

At the Five Continents Online
Forum held on Friday, Secretary-
General of the Shanghai Academy
of Global Governance and Area
Studies Gao Jian said Guiyang’s
development plan shows great
vision and creativity. 

“Given that Guiyang is a critical
stop along the new land-sea corri-
dor in western China, the Guiyang
government has proposed to
develop the city into a global hub
for trade and manufacturing by
combining trade and industrial
development,” Gao said. “I think
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in Guiyang.”

Ran Bin, vice-mayor of Guiyang
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efforts to connect itself with the
world. 

In the past few years, Guiyang
has brought in 18 Fortune Global
500 companies and globally
renowned multinational corpora-
tions from home and abroad,
including Alibaba, Walmart, Pana-
sonic and Ikea. 

The amount of foreign capital
utilized in Guiyang increased from
$927 million in 2015 to $1.78 bil-
lion in 2019. The value of the city’s
imports and exports reached $4.15
billion in 2019, up 18.8 percent
year-on-year, according to the Gui-
yang city government.

Guiyang boasts five State-level
development zones and six pro-
vincial-level development zones,
which complement and enhance
each other. 

The China-Germany industrial
park and China-Japan industrial
park under construction are set to
provide a supporting environment
for established foreign enterprises.

To cushion the blow of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Liu said the
online trade fair combined online
and offline activities to promote
Guizhou’s products, revive the
consumer market and stabilize
foreign trade.

“Coming up next in Guiyang’s
events calendar are the guest of
honor activities at the 17th China-
ASEAN Expo and the China Week
in Kenya. These events will
enhance the image of Guiyang and
further its ties with Association of
Southeast Asian Nations mem-
bers, the European Union and
African countries,” she added.

$4.15
billion
the value of the city’s imports 
and exports in 2019

completed cross-border e-commerce 
orders valued at $200 million last 
year.

Zhao said it was vital for the city’s
foreign trade growth to build a 
stronger talent pool and cultivate 
more enterprises engaged in cross-
border e-commerce. 

Zhao’s words were echoed by the
local government, which planned to 
team up with colleges and e-com-
merce companies to build a talent 
training base.

Moreover, a special fund was set
up in 2019, allocating 50 million
yuan ($7.07 million) annually to
support the Guiyang Cross-Border
E-Commerce Comprehensive Pilot
Zone.

Guiyang is committed to improv-
ing its infrastructure construction, 
offering favorable policies and servi-
ces to attract more businesses in the 

$200
million
the value of orders secured by 
cross-border e-commerce 
companies in Guiyang in the 
past four years


