ENVIRONMENT PUT FIRST TO LIFT

QUALITY OF LIFE FOR LOCAL PEOPLE

By CHEN HONG
chenhong @chinadaily.com.cn

Major city in
Guangdong
achieves
dramatic
improvement
in the quality
of its air

and water

‘While history has shown that the economic
development was sometimes achieved at the
cost of environmental damage, Shenzhen,
a fast-growing metropolis in South China’s
Guangdong province, is trying to tell a differ-
ent story.

The city’s GDP was close to 2.7 trillion yuan
($387.4 billion) in 2019, the third-highest
among Chinese mainland cities. By compari-
son, when the city was established in 1979, the
GDP was just 196 million yuan, according to
official figures.

The government statistics also indicate that
the industrial output of Shenzhen totaled 3.68
trillion yuan in 2019, the highest of China’s
mainland cities.

Despite that remarkable growth, the city’s
air quality has kept improving. In 2019, the
average concentration of hazardous airborne
particles — PM 2.5 — was 24 micrograms per
cubic meter, the lowest level since the moni-
toring system started in 2006. It was also the
third-best performance among 168 Chinese
major cities, said Liu Chuhan, director of the
city’s ecology and environment bureau, at a
seminar in January.

The city has set a target to lower the index
to less than 20 mg by 2025 and reach a world-
leading level by 2035, Liu added.

In Luohu district, one of most developed dis-
tricts in Shenzhen, the average density of PM
2.5 was recorded at 22.6 mg per cubic meter in
20109. It is the lowest level among the mainland
districts that have achieved GDP of more than
200 billion yuan, said Tang Xiangliang, the
ecology and environment chief of Luohu.

One of the most effective measures to curb air
pollution is to promote the use of electric vehi-
cles, especially in public transport, across the city.

Yantian River, which was once stagnant due to heavy pollution, has become an attraction
in Shenzhen after years of environmental efforts. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

At the end of 2017, Shenzhen became the
world’s first city to make all its public buses,
about 16,400 of them, run on electricity. A year
later, more than 21,000 taxies in the city were
almost all replaced by electric cars, according
to the local transport department.

The authorities estimate that replacing buses
and taxis can cut the emission of carbon diox-
ide by nearly 2 million metric tons annually,
equal to planting a forest with an area of more
than 5,300 hectares.

Water pollution solved
While the sky becomes clearer, the city made
a breakthrough in 2019 addressing its persis-

tent water pollution. All 159 black and odorous
water bodies and 1,467 small ones have been
fully recovered, according to the city’s water
affairs bureau.

Five major rivers that run through the city
have met national water standards and the
quality of 310 of their branches have all been
improved.

Maozhou River, one of the most heavily pol-
luted in Shenzhen, started to meet the lowest
national standard for qualified surface water
— which can be used for agriculture or sight-
seeing — in November 2019. It’s the best level
the river has achieved since 1992.

As a result, Chinese white dolphins and
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jellyfish have been spotted returning to the

Shenzhen Bay into which the river flows.

Additionally, the number of animals, such
as fiddler crabs, shuttles hopfish and pied
avocet, in and along the river has increased

year by year.

According to its blueprint, the city govern-
ment has invested at least 100 billion yuan in

water pollution treatment since 2016.

Seaside amusement

“My family enjoys living in Shenzhen because
the environment is very nice. We can also
escape from work pressure to have a weekend
at the seaside, where everyone can fully relax,”
said Wang Xia, an engineer working with Hua-

wei Technology.

Located in the east part of Shenzhen and
about a one-hour ride from downtown, Dapeng
New Area is an ideal choice for young people

and families with children.

According to official figures, about 76 per-
cent of Dapeng is covered with forest and its
coastline is 133 kilometers long, accounting for
nearly half of the city’s total. What’s more, 54

out of city’s 56 beaches are located there.

To help preserve the natural resources of the
new district, the city government exempts it
from the evaluation of GDP — the only district

out of 10 to have the privilege.

Kaisa Group, a local real estate developer,
has been investing in and developing luxury
accommodation and themed entertainment in

Golden Bay, Dapeng.

The company said it paid much attention
to recycling during the construction, in an
attempt to minimize harm to the environment.

For example, it takes micro-sprinkler irriga-
tion technology to save water, paves the square
and roads with sponge to ensure the drain-
age of rainwater and utilizes a heat recovery

system.

Song Ding, a researcher with the China
Development Institute, said Dapeng should
protect its natural resources and cultural relics

when developing its tourism industry.

Punching above their
weight: native cultural
industries at global level

By YIN RUOWEI
yinruowei@chinadaily.com.cn

The past four decades has not only wit-
nessed Shenzhen grow from a small fish-
ing town into an affluent metropolis, but
recorded how the city fostered its creativity.

Nowadays, Shenzhen is showing strong
performance in the cultural and creative
industry and is close to its goal of becom-
ing an influential and creative global city.

Shenzhen is a design city, local officials
said. It was appointed as a UNESCO City
of Design in 2008, becoming the first city
in China to join the UNESCO Creative Cit-
ies Network.

There are thousands of design firms
and professionals in Shenzhen, covering a
variety of sectors such as graphics, indus-
try, interior and architecture, and fashion.
Their competitive edge has won a large
market share in China and gained inter-
national recognition.

Run by the Shenzhen government and
supported by the UNESCO Creative Cities,
the Shenzhen Design Week is now a pre-
mier event in the city’s cultural calendar
every spring.

This year’s event is shaped around the
theme of Design for the Future. In 2019, it
discussed issues under the theme of Design
for Sustainability. Over 1,000 designers from
more than 30 countries and regions includ-
ing Britain, Japan and Singapore brought
more than 2,500 works to the event.

Apart from activities taking place every
month and year in Shenzhen, deep cultural
exchanges are being carried out among
other core cities in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

Shenzhen has taken part in the construc-
tion of a Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong
science and technology innovation corridor.
Positive results have been yielded so far.

These include the Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Innovation and Technology Park; Shimao
Shenzhen-Hong Kong International Cen-
ter; Shenzhen and Macao Creative Week;
Shenzhen-Macao Innovation Research
Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine;
the base for researching and ascertain-
ing foreign laws; and Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Weather
Research Center for Monitoring, Warning
and Forecasting.

The cultural and creative industry
in Shenzhen has breadth and balance,
according to local officials.

The city’s animation and gaming sec-
tor is set apart from its peers in China
and has seen fast growth for several years.
Shenzhen is home to several leading ani-
mation and gaming enterprises, including

Tencent, Global Digital and iDreamSKy.

Local cultural tourism has also been a
trendsetter across China. Overseas Chinese
Town Enterprises and Fantawild have been
awarded as two of the top 30 national
cultural enterprises for years. Their theme
parks were ranked the world’s fourth- and
fifth-largest ones respectively in terms of
visitor numbers.

The city established a cultural property
exchange as early as 2009, the only one of
its kind in China.

The output value of Shenzhen’s printing
industry is the highest in China and many
enterprises such as Shenzhen Yuto Packag-
ing, Shenzhen Jinjia Color Printing Group
and Artron are among the top 100 printing
businesses in China.

Shenzhen is currently the largest gold
jewelry production base in China, account-
ing for more than 60 percent of the domes-
tic market.

In the cultural exhibition industry, Shen-
zhen holds the country’s only national-lev-
el, international and comprehensive cul-
tural fair: China (Shenzhen) International
Cultural Industries Fair. It is considered
an important platform to help Chinese
culture go global.

The ICIF has been held for 15 sessions.
Its turnover has rocketed from 153.54 bil-
lion yuan ($22.08 billion) in 2015 to 234.01
billion yuan in 2019, an increase of 52.42
percent.

In Shenzhen, there is a slew of assorted
cultural industry bases with local charac-
teristics. The Dafen Oil Painting Village
is one of them. In the 4-square-kilometer
village, there are more than 40 large-scale
companies, over 800 galleries, studios
and stationery stores, and about 15,000
employees.

Another highlight is Guanlan Print Vil-
lage located in Longhua district of Shen-
zhen. This is a national-level demonstra-
tion base for the cultural industry, featur-
ing modern printmaking workshops with
Hakka cultural elements.

Presently, Shenzhen is home to 135
domestically listed and overseas-listed cul-
tural enterprises and more than 100,000
legal entities in culture and related indus-
tries, whose total assets reached 1.37 tril-
lion yuan. Its number of employees sur-
passed 1 million.

There are 61 cultural and creative indus-
trial parks above the city level in Shenzhen,
attracting nearly 10,000 cultural and cre-
ative enterprises. The operating revenue
generated by these enterprises and park
operators exceeded 200 billion yuan and
the tax revenue exceeded 15 billion yuan,
according to an industry insider.
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Shenzhen boasts a beautiful coastline
that stretches for hundreds of
kilometers. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

A special footbridge in Shenzhen
features three circular sections to offer
panoramic views of the valley where
itis based.

Yulyu lion dancing is among
Guangming district’s intangible
cultural heritage.

The Nan’aoregion in Shenzhen's
Dapeng New Area has attracted

a group of bed-and-breakfast
businesses due to its coastal location
and preserved Hakka fishing
customs.

“I'HE CITY CULTURE IS DIVERSIFIED AND TOLERANT,
WHERE PEOPLE CAN KEEP THEIR PERSONALITY WHILE RESPECTING,
MAKING COMPROMISES AND LEARNING FROM EACH OTHER.”

Xu Hao, a film director whose documentary The City and People focuses on new migrants to Shenzhen

By CHEN HONG

Shenzhen, which was officially set up in
1979, has gained fame not only for its bold-
ness in reform and opening-up but also for
its great inclusiveness.

“The city culture is diversified and toler-
ant, where people can keep their personal-
ity while respecting, making compromises
and learning from each other,” said Xu Hao,
a film director.

His documentary The City and People
narrates the stories of 21 new migrants to
Shenzhen and their lives.

“No matter how different their cultural
backgrounds are, people can live in this city
freely,” he said.

In July, the doctors in the Third People’s
Hospital of Shenzhen conducted a compli-
cated split-liver transplant to save the lives
of two cancer patients — one was aged 7
while the other 69. A young man who was
diagnosed as brain-dead was the donor of
the liver and several other organs.

In 1999, a Shenzhen resident became the
first organ donor in China by donating her
corneas. Four years later, the city issued the
country’s first regulation on human organ
donation.

Gao Min, a full-time coordinator for
organ donation with the Shenzhen Red
Cross, said the city has led the country in
organ donation for years.

“Shenzhen is the front line of reform and
opening-up and the local residents are very
kind,” she said.

Share the benefits

With an expanding population of more
than 20 million, the local government has
taken many measures to improve the well-
being of its residents.

According to the official figures, the
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Members of the public immerse

themselves in books at a library in
Shenzhen. CHEN YAN / FOR CHINA DAILY

number of parks in Shenzhen increased to
1,090 in March. Of these, 83 percent were
community gardens. Entry to almost all the
gardens is free of charge.

Named by UNESCO as a global model for
the promotion of reading, Shenzhen had
959 public libraries scattered throughout
the city by the end of 2019. It introduced
small-sized self-service libraries, which can
be placed on streets or in residential areas
to increase reading.

Starting from March 2017, the city hosts
the annual Shenzhen Belt and Road Inter-
national Music Festival, which lasts for
three weeks at a time.

In 2019, the event received more than
800 musicians of 23 troupes from over
40 countries and regions involved in the
Belt and Road Initiative, including Russia,
Poland, Turkey, Indonesia and Thailand.

It staged a total of 23 concerts in Shen-
zhen, of which The Cleveland Orches-
tra from the United States, Germany’s
Freiburger Baroque Orchestra and US jazz
musician Wynton Marsalis gave perfor-
mances.

With government subsidies, almost 30
percent of tickets were sold for less than
180 yuan ($26) each. The organizing com-
mittee also arranged tickets for students at
a price of 80 yuan.

“We would like to attract more audiences
to step into music halls and hope local
residents can share the cultural benefits
and grow with the city;” said Zhang Heyun,
director of the city’s department for cul-
ture, broadcasting, sports and tourism.

In August 2019, the State Council issued a
document to make Shenzhen a demonstra-
tive pilot zone of Socialism with Chinese
characteristics. One of its strategic positions
is to lead other cities in urban civilization.

According to the city’s guideline mapped
out early this year, the city will build a
high-quality and consistent public cultural
services system to benefit residents ahead
of other cities in China.

‘Wang Weili, vice-president of the Shen-
zhen Academy of Social Sciences, said the
city will invest in top-notch cultural facili-
ties, carry out international-level cultural
activities, attract excellent talents and build
a globalized image to boost its comprehen-
sive strength in urban civilization.
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percent
of China’s domestic jewelry market
is accounted for by Shenzhen
jewelry makers
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Every creative
endeavor in
Shenzhen provoked
another one, giving
me a feeling of a
creative journey,
supported and
enhanced by

the courage, the
talent and the
determination of

the people around
me... We presented a
giant map of creative
Shenzhen, helping
people to understand
geographically the
variety and scope of
the creative ecology
of the city.”

Ole Bouman, designer

41.2

percent
of the city’s total area
is covered by forest

Passion for design adding fuel to creative credentials

By LIANG KAIYAN
liangkaiyan@chinadaily.com.cn

As a designer who originally trained as
a cultural historian, Ole Bouman knew the
potential of art and architecture to provoke
positive changes in his studies of the historical
interaction between architecture and human
aspiration.

The designer from the Netherlands has
more than 35 years of experience in architec-
ture and design. He has worked in a variety
of roles such as an editor, writer, curator and
lecturer. He was also formerly director of the
Netherlands Architecture Institute and the
creative director of the Bi-City Biennale of
Urbanism and Architecture between Shen-
zhen and Hong Kong, also known as UABB.

Now, Bouman is the founding director of
Design Society, a collaborative new cultural
platform between China Merchants Shekou
Industrial Zone Holdings and the London-
based Victoria and Albert Museum.

Located in the Sea World Culture and Arts
Center in the Shekou area of Shenzhen’s Nan-
shan district, Design Society is a cultural hub
that runs a diverse public program with a
mission to mobilize designs as social catalysts.

Conditions for the role of design are not
always equally optimal. There can be frustra-
tion, cynicism or complacency, Bouman said.

“But not, in any of my experiences in Shen-
zhen. On the very contrary, as a city of new-
comers, it is a place of new ideas almost by
definition,” he said.

In 2009, Bouman first came to Shenzhen
to give a lecture. That trip inspired him to
submit a proposal to engage in a collaborative
project between Dutch and Chinese architects
for affordable social housing in China in 2011.

Scenic coast and mountain i

ByHUYUYAN
huyuyan@chinadaily.com.cn

Two visitors check out creative works on display during the 2019 Shenzhen Design

Week. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Since then, the Dutch designer has estab-
lished a connection with China. “Shenzhen
became my focus in 2013, developing the
UABB, and became my life a few years later.

“Every creative endeavor in Shenzhen pro-
voked another one, giving me a feeling of a
creative journey, supported and enhanced by
the courage, talent and the determination of
the people around me,” Bouman said.

Cooperating with his colleagues, Bouman
said they had transformed an old glass factory
into a cultural venue and took part in a series
of programs such as the Shenzhen Design

With lush vegetation, babbling brooks
and twisting vines, the mountain is home to
numerous endangered flora and fauna, such

being a relatively young city, it does have
some historical points of interest.

nu-}'- - i ecology in the city,” he said.
| 4 W &4 Designated as a City of Design by UNESCO
¥ A ' in 2008, Shenzhen has witnessed fast growth
| ) of the creative industry from infrastructure
and design to high technology.

More than 10 years since promoting design
globally, Shenzhen is showing signs of being
an international creative metropolis. It holds
events such as the International Industrial
Design Fair and the Maker Week and has
become a base of famed design institutions
and creators from around the world.

Having worked and lived in Shenzhen for
eight years, Bouman said: “I know it’s pro-
verbial for Shenzhen, but my experience to
‘become a Shenzhen resident’ was mostly a
matter of getting help from various Shenzhen
residents and learning from them to be one.”

From finding an apartment or a language
school, navigating the subway, a medical
emergency to discovering a new dish or being
taught a new emoji, the designer said: “I came
to believe that Shenzhen is a city that relies on
the shared experiences of new arrivals.”

By 2022, Shenzhen will complete the first
batch of more than 15 international blocks in
its districts including Nanshan, Luohu and
Futian. These are part of efforts to attract more
global talent and promote the city’s interna-
tional achievements in production, ecology
and the cultural environment, according to
the city plan.

Week and design festivals on the streets of
Shekou over the past few years.

‘What makes Shenzhen such a unique place
for design has to do with an influx of ambi-
tious professionals and new small businesses
basing themselves there, the designer noted.

Sometimes overtaking this special character
is a maturing culture of design as a field, a
scene and infrastructure. Design stands as a
unique feature in Shenzhen, he added.

“We presented a giant map of creative Shen-
zhen, helping people to understand geographi-
cally the variety and scope of the creative

deal retreats

Although Shenzhen strikes people as

While Shenzhen grabs headlines as a
tech-savvy city and an innovation hub, it is
also a well-established tourist destination
that offers myriad natural and man-made
attractions.

The city in South China’s Guangdong
province boasts one of the country’s most
beautiful coastlines — that of the Dongchong
and Xichong beaches on the southern tip of
the Dapeng Peninsula.

The coastline, stretching 4 kilometers,
provides an ideal retreat from busy city life.
It features mountains, headlands, caves,
stone formations and rows of coral reefs. It
is also a prime trekking trail, which takes
three to four hours to finish, according to
the website of the Shenzhen government.

The coastline was nominated by Chinese
National Geography magazine as one of the
eight most beautiful in the country, Shen-
zhen Economic Daily reported.

More than 900 meters above sea level,
Wutong Mountain is the tallest mountain
in Shenzhen and an ideal location for hikers
and climbers.

e st
.-_'

as the spiny tree fern and python.

More than 95 percent of the Wutong
Mountain scenic area is covered in vegeta-
tion, which absorbs over 8,000 metric tons
of carbon dioxide and produces more than
6,000 tons of oxygen every year, according
to the local government. This has earned it
the nickname “lung of the city”

There are several routes to the top, which
vary significantly in terms of difficulty. The
broad road is a gentle climb, but requires a
good five hours if one intends to go to the
top and back, according to the Shenzhen
government.

Spanning 480,000 square meters, the
Window of the World theme park is a micro-
cosm of the world’s most famous landmarks.

Inside, there are 118 models of landmarks,
including the pyramids of Egypt, the Arc de
Triomphe of France, the Taj Mahal of India
and Italy’s Leaning Tower of Pisa.

The World Square, the main venue of the
park, can host more than 10,000 visitors and
features 10 of the world’s best-known sculp-
tures, according to the Shenzhen government.
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Young runners rejoice after they complete a marathon in Shenzhen in 2016.
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A gate at Dapeng garrison town, where about 1,000 troops and their families
were stationed during the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties.
The former fortress is now a major place of interest in Shenzhen.
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Models showcase local watch brands during a fashion show as part of the
China (Shenzhen) International Cultural Industries Fair in 2018.
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Tourists onboard a ride at Shenzhen’s Happy Valley theme park.
OUYANG YONG / FOR CHINA DAILY

Built in 1394 by a general called Zhang
Bin to resist Japanese pirates, the Dapeng
Fortress in Shenzhen was one of the most
complete military fortresses in South Chi-
na during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644),
according to the Shenzhen city govern-
ment.

The best preserved area is the mansion of
General Lai Enjue, who led Chinese troops
in fishing boats to defeat better-equipped
British troops in 1839. Other must-see spots
in the fortress include the barns and the
Tianhou Temple.

To honor the people behind the meteoric
rise of the city, Shenzhen has built a theme
park to honor and celebrate talent.

Opened in November 2017, the Shenzhen
Talent Park covers 770,000 sq m and is the
first of its kind in China.

It features various knowledge-themed
landscapes that include sculptures, corri-
dors and a wall of honor, as well as dozens
of seminar rooms, lecture theaters and busi-
ness centers, according to the Shenzhen
government.




