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New smart subway eases 
Harbin’s rush hour blues
By ZHOU HUIYING in Harbin

zhouhuiying@chinadaily.com.cn 

Residents of Harbin, capital of 
Heilongjiang province, can now 
enjoy more convenient transpor-
tation as the first phase of the city 
metro’s new Line 2 began trial 
operations on Sept 19.

According to the Harbin Metro 
Group, 98,400 passengers rode the 
line, which runs through the dis-
tricts of Hulan, Songbei, Daoli, 
Nangang and Xiangfang, on open-
ing day. Line 2 will become the 
backbone of Harbin’s rail transit 
network from north to southeast, 
connecting areas along the south-
ern and northern banks of the 
Songhua River. 

With 19 underground stops, the 
28.7-kilometer line is the country’s 
first “line-network-type” smart sub-
way, which makes use of an urban 
metro operation and maintenance 
management system based on the 
cloud, big data and intelligent tech-
nologies to provide passengers with 
greater travel convenience. 

Ticket vending machines sup-
port voice recognition, and a mul-
timedia information platform 
enables passengers to search for 
information from anywhere at any 
time, and the new Terasnap securi-
ty checks are designed to save 
time. 

An intelligent customer service 
system deals with ticketing prob-
lems in a timely fashion, while 
intelligent customer service robots 
can respond in Chinese, English 
and Russian.

Passengers can make use of a 
facial recognition system to board 
and pay fares without having to 
remove their face masks.

To do so requires them to 
download a mobile app called 
Zhihuixing. 

After completing the online 
registration and facial recogni-
tion authentication, they can 
experience greater convenience 

and speed when entering and 
exiting stations.

Multimedia screens on the plat-
form screen doors display each 
train’s arrival time, its degree of 
crowding and the environmental 
quality. It can also relay emergency 
warnings.

After using the new line on its 
opening day, Wang Xinna immedi-
ately decided to travel by metro 
instead of driving to work every 
day. “It took only 15 minutes from 
Shimao Avenue Station to People’s 
Square Station, which links my 
home and workplace,” said Wang, 
a 40-year-old journalist. “It usually 
takes me over half an hour, and 
even more during rush hour, to 
drive to work.

“It was a really pleasant experi-
ence. I really liked the European-
style design of the stations, which 
also incorporate local elements. I 
was even more surprised when I 
found that the seats warmed as the 
temperature lowered. Taking the 
subway will eliminate my biggest 
daily problem, which is finding a 
parking space.”

The new line also makes Har-
bin’s metro the first in China to 
cross a river in a cold, alpine 
region, the group said. 

During construction of the tun-
nel, which runs for 1,906 meters at 
a depth of 1,200 meters, builders 
dealt with many difficulties. 

To cope with the complex condi-
tions below the Songhua, builders 
had to change the way tunnels are 
normally built by increasing the 
thickness of tunnel segments, steel 
content and concrete strength.

Another big problem they faced 
was the bitter coldness, which can 
drop as low as -30 C in the winter.

Industry-leading cold-resistant 
and thermal insulation technology 
was employed to keep the 
machines operating normally. Of 
the 19 stops, eight stations serve as 
transfer stations for Harbin’s met-
ro Lines 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8. 

Attendants walk through a station on Harbin metro’s new Line 
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Village-built road makes living easier
By YANG JUN in Guiyang 

and XIN WEN

Located in a mountainous area of 
Bijie city in Guizhou province, Shi-
banhe village was an isolated place 
up until the late 1990s. Twenty-odd 
years later, it is developing a tourism 
industry, all thanks to a road built by 
the villagers.

It once took four hours to leave 
the deep mountains. Travel was 
only possible on foot or horse, and 
there were only two routes, along 
winding mountain roads or a 
waterway. 

Change came in November 
1999. Using shovels, steel drills, 
chisels and ropes, more than 
2,000 villagers helped dig a road 
up the mountain. 

By mid-June 2002, construction 
of a 7-kilometer-long road, with a 

470-meter-long cliff section and a 
500-meter stretch over rocks, had 
been completed. 

Villager Huang Qifu, 53, remem-
bered the hardships that accompa-
nied construction. 

“At one point, three people 
entered the site to work as blasting 
was going,” he said. 

“They were in imminent danger. 
One of them, a veteran named Yin 
Kaiju, pushed the other two out of 
harm’s way, but he was hit and killed 
by a huge rock.”

Circumstances had been even 
worse before. 

In October 1999, an elderly man 
surnamed Tang was celebrating 
his birthday. He asked a neighbor 
to go to a nearby market and buy 
groceries so they could celebrate 
together. 

When the neighbor’s packhorse 

reached a ladder-shaped rock, it fell 
off the cliff and killed him. 

 “I didn’t know when such kind of 
things would end if the village 
remained isolated like this. There 
was no way out at the time,” said 
Wang Lianke, then Party secretary 
of Shibanhe.

In the absence of modern machin-
ery, opening a road through the 
deep mountains required extra 
effort.

A log written by the village head 
recorded that on the first day of 
Spring Festival in 2000, villagers 
organized by village cadre Yao Shix-
ue began building the road.

“When the young men, who had 
left the village as migrant workers, 
returned home during the Spring 
Festival, they helped speed up the 
progress,” it said. 

Younger residents used chisels to 

chip away rocks, while the elderly 
were responsible for removing grav-
el. When construction was finished 
three years later, Huang’s life greatly 
improved. He is now part of the 
team that regularly mends and 
maintains the road. 

“Part of my current job is to keep 
the cliff road clean, which can earn 
me 600 yuan ($93) a month,” he 
said. 

In addition to income from 
herding sheep, he said, he can 
make at least 3,000 yuan a month. 

Thanks to the road, Shibanhe 
now plans to become a camping site 
with a focus on rural tourism.

“With our unique landscapes, I 
believe our village will become a 
tourist hotspot someday,” Huang 
said. 

Zhao Yandi in Guiyang 
contributed to this story.

Contact the writers at 
xinwen@chinadaily.com.con

By YANG CHENG in Tianjin

yangcheng@chinadaily.com.cn

When a seminar commemorating 
a Japanese man’s profound love for 
North China’s Tianjin municipality 
was held at the city’s Foreign Affairs 
Office in late September, the elec-
tricity cut off unexpectedly for about 
10 seconds.

It happened just as one speaker 
was sharing his memories of the 
man, Kondou Hisayoshi, who was 
born in Tianjin in 1932 and passed 
away in Japan in June. 

Taken as a “kind of interaction 
between heaven and mankind”, it 
caused some in the audience to tear 
up.

For his lifelong commitment to 
the city, Kondou was named an hon-
orary citizen of Tianjin on Sept 24. 
Since that day, his collection of more 
than 180 photos, newspapers and 
books about the city has been on dis-
play in the grand hall on the first 
floor of the Tianjin Foreign Affairs 
Office, as part of an exhibition titled 
Tianjin, My Hometown. 

“The city honors Kondou’s life-
long commitment to spreading 
awareness of its culture and history 
in Japan, and for donating his col-
lection of valuable historical pho-
tos,” said Luan Jianzhang, director 
of the Tianjin Foreign Affairs Office.

“Personal ties between China and 
Japan benefit diplomatic relations, 

particularly as next year marks the 
50th anniversary of the normaliza-
tion of Sino-Japanese diplomatic 
relations.”

Kijima Yoshiko, information and 
culture minister at the Japanese 
embassy in China, noted that Kon-
dou’s profound love for Tianjin lay 
at the core of his efforts.

“He often recalled his experience 
of being loved by Tianjiners, which 
fueled his nostalgia for the city after 
he left for Japan,” she noted.

Kondou spent his childhood in 
the port city and left in 1946. 

The extent of his collection made 

some people think he was a profes-
sional researcher, but in fact he was 
an ordinary businessman.

“Tianjin was my first hometown, 
and I love it,” he told the press and 
researchers on numerous occasions. 

He went on to publish two 
books, A Century of Love for Tianjin 
and Tianjin Today and Yesterday in 
Japanese.

“His love for Tianjin is hard to 
describe,” said Wang Zhenliang, head 
of the Wenjin Academy, a research 
center in the city. Wang, who was a 
close friend of Kondou, said that his 
many visits were packed with nostal-

gia, excitement and the cherishing of 
times past, as the former resident 
explored old villas and shared his 
finds with local friends.

Kondou visited Tianjin more than 
30 times since 1989, collecting mate-
rials, studying the city’s history and 
holding exhibitions, once in Japan 
and twice in Tianjin.

During one notable visit, the then 
80-year-old Kondou arrived in Tian-
jin from Kobe by ship rather than 
plane, carrying five large suitcases 
filled with documents to donate to 
the Tianjin Municipal Archives and 
other organizations. He was quoted 

Late Japanese man made honorary citizen
Memories from 

childhood fueled 

collector’s lifelong 

interest in Tianjin

as saying that he could “save money 
by taking the ship, rather than the 
plane”.

This stood in sharp contrast to the 
way he spent money on his collec-
tion. According to Zhang Limin, 
former director of the History 
Research Institute at the Tianjin 
Academy of Social Sciences, market 
insiders said that Kondou’s interest 
in historical photos of China caused 
prices at secondhand book markets 
in Japan to rise.

Keiichiro, Kondou’s son, sent a 
video message to the seminar, say-
ing, “My father spent most of his 
savings and time on his collection, 
and he enjoyed the nostalgia they 
gave him.”

The precious collection vividly 
represents life in Tianjin’s former 
Japanese concession, as well as the 
lives of Japanese immigrants in Chi-
na, providing firsthand information 
for the study of the history and cul-
ture of modern Tianjin. 

In 2009, Kondou donated more 
than 1,000 originals to the Tianjin 
Academy of Social Sciences. Addi-
tional donations were made to Chi-
nese and Japanese organizations for 
research and media purposes.

“He had only one requirement 
when donating materials: that they 
be exhibited so that more people 
could understand the history of 
Tianjin,” said Wan Lujian, an associ-
ate researcher at the academy.

Wan visited Kondou just before 
last year’s Spring Festival. He did 
not know that this would be their 
last meeting. “I will never forget the 
day Hisayoshi told me: ‘I’m too old 
to go back to China to meet old 
friends and share these photos, so 
please take them with you.’”

Many researchers have noted that 

Kondou helped Tianjin, which was 
the most populous Japanese conces-
sion in China in the 20th century, fill 
gaps in historical records and great-
ly added to records of Japanese 
immigrant life in the country. 

“During our research, we barely 
found any photos of the flood of 
1917. But we found one photo of it in 
Kondou’s donation, along with 
numerous other photos of city 
scenes,” said Yu Xueyun, a senior 
researcher at the Tianjin Municipal 
Archives.

Her comment was echoed by 
Song Zhiyong, a professor at the 
Japan Institute of Nankai University 
in Tianjin. 

During the Chinese People’s War 
of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression (1931-1945), Nankai 
University was occupied by Japa-
nese forces. The university briefly 
moved to Kunming in Southwest 
China’s Yunnan province, which 
became home to many Chinese 
fleeing the war, but hardly any his-
torical photos remained from the 
period.

Kondou purchased many of his 
photos from that period in second-
hand book markets, and later donat-
ed them to Nankai, Song said.

“Tianjin was the kind of city that 
left many Japanese with unforgetta-
ble memories. Kondou brought a 
group of elderly former residents to 
an interview with me in 2004. They 
shared their love of their ‘homeland’ 
and said many touching things about 
the place they’d spent their child-
hoods,” said Song Anna, a former 
senior reporter at Tianjin Daily.

The history of all foreign immi-
grants in the city, not only Japanese, 
should be given greater attention by 
researchers, she said.

Luan Jianzhang (right), director of the Tianjin Foreign Affairs Office, confers the title of “honorary citizen 

of Tianjin” on Kondou Hisayoshi (1932-2021) on Sept 24. Kijima Yoshiko (middle), information and cul-

ture minister at the Japanese embassy in China, represented Kondou‘s family in receiving the onor.
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Clockwise from top: Huang Qifu (left) and his colleague clean loose rocks along the cliff road leading to Shibanhe village in Bijie city, Guiz-

hou province in 2019. The road has a 470-meter-long section cut through cliffs. Huang herds goats on a hill in December last year. PHOTOS BY 
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