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Schooling unlocks great potential in Tibet

Progress in education

opening up opportunities for 102743
youths to attend university 2015
and build impressive careers,

Yuan Shenggao reports.
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and celebrating traditional festivals,” he said. “My

family gives me a motivation to work harder.”
Rigzin Kazhoi, a startup business owner, has D R A M A T | C C H A N G E S
never forgotten the hardship of his childhood at

a village in Nagchu, le(?t. ) ) -~ Schools and students aDP
“In the past, my family and I lived in a mud  1g¢5 ) .
hut with shabby home furniture and daily items,” Colleges and Vocational Secondary Primary Kindergartens per capita
he recalled. “After strong winds, the house was g?g* 2,358 universities  schools schools schools Unit: yuan

always covered with dust.” 1995 7 1 136
His parents had been toiling away on a piece ~ 894 821 2,014
of land, aided by four cows, to support the entire ~ 198° 4572 25.402
family and afford him and his elder sister higher 1,276 2000 38,671 ’
education, Rigzin Kazhoi said. 1990 205.308 141,660

“My childhood dream was to leave the village

and see what the outside world would look like,” Schools © Students o832
he said. . . .

Such dark memories started to brighten when 8,939 Tourism ‘ 2019 Forest Soil ﬁ"‘:ismn
the family moved to a new house in 2017. Their 2005 Eo_yeragtta czntr& OOeh atreas
neighborhood benefited from a housing program 4012 i pereen Al T JECiares
initiated by the local government. 3360 l 2018
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“No matter how exhausted I was after work,
when I returned home and had a cup of butter
tea made by my mother, all the stress and strain
of the job and life vanished,” he said. 32,031

Rigzin Kazhoi said he is grateful for the sup- 2015
portive policies and encouraging environment
that have helped him live a different life from
his parents.

Official data show Tibet is home to nearly 3,000 Kelsang Kekyi is deputy head of a primary school in Metog The veteran educator was a college graduate who decided to
schools, ranging from preschool to higher educa-  county. As a delegate to the 2020 National People’s Congress in  return to his hometown and work as a teacher, helping more local
tion, vocational to special education. Their com-  May, he told media that with the progress in Tibet’s education,a  children realize their dreams. “Nowadays, a growing number of
bined enrollment of some 841,500 studentsinclu-  growing number of students have left mountainous regions and  local residents have come to realize the significance of education,’
des 88,530 from outside the autonomous region. = won opportunities to change their lives. he said.



