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Zhanjiang representatives introduce speciality produce at the main event of Guangdong’s 2026 Chinese Farmers’ Harvest Festival.

Harvest Festival celebrates
gains and checks progress

Zhanjiang launches two special agricultural markets showcasing provincial staples

By HAO NAN
haonan@chinadaily.com.cn

The main event of Guangdong
provinee’s celebration for the 2026
Chinese Farmers’ Harvest Festival
unfolded in Zhanjiang on Wednes-
day, themed “Harvest ushers in a
new chapter; solid endeavors fuel
rural vitalization”

For Zhanjiang, one of the prov-
ince’s agricultural powerhouses, the
festival serves not only as a celebra-
tion of bumper yields but as a
progress report on its delivery of the
high-quality development project
for Guangdong counties, towns and
villages, which aims to bridge
urban-rural development gaps.

Playing host to the provincial
gala, Zhanjiang launched two spe-
cial agricultural markets showcas-
ing local staples, including Xuwen
pineapples, sweet potatoes and
golden pompano fish, alongside
premium farm goods sourced
across Guangdong.

On-site tasting zones and business
negotiation booths allowed attendees
to sample authentic delicacies from
southern China and explore commer-
cial opportunities all under one roof.

Zhanjiang is a mainstay of Guang-
dong’s agricultural sector. In 2025,
the city’s combined output value for
farming, forestry, animal husband-
ry and fisheries reached 116.93 bil-
lion yuan ($1746 billion), marking
its fifth consecutive year above the
100-billion-yuan threshold.

During the first half of this year,
Guangdong’s output value for farm-
ing, forestry, animal husbandry and
fisheries grew by 4.2 percent year-
on-year to 419.88 billion yuan and
the per capita disposable income of
rural residents in the province
amounted to 15,493 yuan, up 5.9
percent year-on-year.

Zhanjiang tops Guangdong in
both grain planting area and total

grain output, while its aquatic pro-
duction has led the province for 30
years. Each of seven industrial clus-
ters — tropical fruit, pineapples,
sweet potatoes, simiao rice, medici-
nal herbs, poultry and prepared
dishes — aims for an output value
exceeding 10 billion yuan.

Zhanjiang strives to safeguard its
land-based resources while strength-
ening its maritime resources, creat-
ing harmony and abundance both on
land and at sea, said Wu Guoxiong,
vice-mayor of Zhanjiang.

Thriving resource

The harvest festival also wit-
nessed Guangdong’s 2026 aquatic
organism enhancement and release
activity, held in Potou district, Zhan-
jlang. Statistics show that since
2024, Zhanjiang has released over 50
million fish fry, 340 million shrimp
juveniles, 170 million shellfish and
snails, and 380,000 Chinese horse-
shoe crabs. The city ranks among the
top in Guangdong in both the scale
and diversity of released species.

The ocean represents Zhanjiang’s
greatest competitive edge. Home to
Guangdong’s longest coastline, the
city boasts 21,000 square kilometers
of sea, 1,910 hours of annual sun-
shine and an average temperature
of 23.4 C — near-ideal conditions for
year-round open-sea aquaculture.

Zhanjiang Bay No 1, the world’s
first dynamically positioned float-
ing aquaculture platform, was deliv-
ered and put into production in late
2025.

Today, the city runs 3,650 deep-
water farming cages made of high-
density polyethylene. Its annual
shrimp output exceeds 250,000
metric tons, and oyster cultivation
stretches across more than 100,000
mu (about 6,667 hectares).

About 60 percent of China’s
farmed shrimp and 30 percent of its
golden pompano come from Zhan-

jiang, which ranks third in the prov-
ince for overall marine economy
competitiveness.

From produce to brands

Moving beyond selling unpro-
cessed farm goods, Zhanjiang is
pushing for higher-value agricultur-
al development. Its regional public
brand “Zhanpin” has certified 202
products, gaining growing market
recognition.

Xuwen pineapple, a signature
tropical-subtropical crop, exempli-
fies this industrial upgrade. Its full-
chain output value jumped from
980 million yuan in 2018 to 5.4 bil-
lion yuan in 2025, lifting incomes of
150,000 local growers.

Across the city, 77 items have made
the national list of famous, distinc-
tive, high-quality and new farm
products, and 19 hold national dis-
tinctive-quality agricultural product
accreditation — both among the
highest counts in Guangdong.

These tangible achievements stem
from the high-quality development
project for Guangdong counties,
towns and villages. Implemented
more than three years ago, the initia-
tive prioritizes four pillars: food
security, industrial growth, rural
upgrading and reform-driven
empowerment.

Zhanjiang has built 51 model
towns and 452 model villages at the
provincial level, and narrowed its
urban-rural income ratio to 1.59:1.

Ultimately, the success of the
project is measured by household
earnings. Zhanjiang posted a
6.8 percent year-on-year GDP
expansion in the first quarter of
2026, the highest growth rate across
Guangdong.

Driving growth

Such gains stem from two
mutually reinforcing growth driv-
ers. On Donghai Island, projects

including Baosteel Zhanjiang Iron
and Steel, Zhongke (Guangdong)
Refinery and Petrochemical, and
the BASF Verbund site have
formed one of China’s few world-
class port-based heavy-chemical
industry clusters.

If large-scale heavy industry
forms the backbone of Zhanjiang’s
economy, specialized rural-focused
industries provide its dynamism.
The city has established 26 modern
agricultural industrial parks at or
above provincial level, together with
six  national-level agricultural
towns, five industry clusters with a
value of over 10 billion yuan each,
and five more worth over 5 billion
yuan apiece.

Robust industries have also
boosted tourism.

In 2025, the city welcomed 26.21
million tourist visits, generating
revenue of more than 30.9 billion
yuan. Agritourism has emerged as
a fresh income stream for rural res-
idents: 241 agritourism operators
in the city recorded annual reve-
nues of around 668 million yuan in
2025.

As the initiative advances toward
its five-year transformation goals,
Zhanjiang is seeking greater finan-
cial backing to realize its develop-
ment vision.

Speaking at an industry-finance
matchmaking conference in Guang-
zhou in August, Mo Zhigui, director
of the Zhanjiang agriculture and
rural affairs bureau, said the city
welcomes financial institutions to
help write its next chapter of
growth.

Priorities include strengthening
credit support to upgrade local spe-
cialties in quality, branding and
market appeal; improving agricul-
tural risk-insurance coverage; and
easing financing burdens for relat-
ed small and micro agriculture
enterprises.

By HAO NAN

Zhanjiang, a coastal city in
South China’s Guangdong prov-
ince, is working its sea like farm-
land.

The city aims to emerge as a key
growth pole along Guangdong’s
modern coastal economic belt and
be a distinctive marine city with
modern marine ranching — large-
scale, industrialized aquaculture
in open waters — at the heart of
this endeavor.

In 2025, the aquaculture area
in Zhanjiang reached nearly
79,333 hectares, the largest in the
province. Its aquatic output has
ranked first in Guangdong for
more than 30 consecutive years,
and the total output value of its
fishery industry chain exceeded
100 billion yuan ($14.94 billion).

In 2023, the city issued a mod-
ern marine ranching develop-
ment plan (2023-35), designating
39 ranching zones spanning
about 619 square kilometers.
Four clusters located in Zhan-
jiang Bay, Leizhou Bay, Liusha
Bay and Caotan Bay are in opera-
tion, boasting a combined farm-
ing water volume of 19.17 million
cubic meters.

City planners note that access to
sea space is merely the starting
point; the real challenge lies in
managing these marine resources
well.

Cages move offshore

Some 12 km off the coast of Suixi
county, more than 100 enormous
yellow rings float on open waters.
These are high-density polyethyl-
ene aquaculture cages, forming
Zhanjiang’s first pilot project to
replace traditional wooden fish
rafts with plastic structures. This
wood-to-plastic upgrade is being
advanced earlier in Zhanjiang
than in most other parts of Guang-
dong.

Gone are the rotting timber and
crumbling foam floats of old rafts.
Compared with wooden cages,
high-density polyethylene struc-
tures feature greater toughness,
corrosion resistance, a much
longer service life and typhoon
resistance. Such durability allows
them to be anchored farther off-
shore in deeper, higher-quality
waters.

Deep-sea farming relies on more
than hardware. Breeding, equip-
ment, cold-chain logistics, process-
ing and trade must develop in
tandem, and Zhanjiang has built
its marine ranching around a com-
plete industry chain. Within this
chain, seed stock is the critical link
that secures industry initiative.

Partnering with Guangdong
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Aquaculture industry
at full speed ahead

100+

billion yuan
Total output value

of Zhanjiang's fishery
industry chain

Ocean University and Zhanjiang
Bay Laboratory, the city has over-
come bottlenecks in breeding spe-
cies such as the Naozhou strain of
large yellow croaker and golden
pompano fish, putting its aquatic
seed supply under domestic con-
trol.

Zhanjiang now hosts 480 seed-
ling farms, including two national-
level aquatic breeding farms, and
leads the province in its seed out-
put.

Ports and processing

Dedicated ports serve as the
hinge between offshore marine
ranches and onshore processing
factories. Zhanjiang has selected
Liusha, Jianghong, Lemin and
Caotan as sites for marine ranch-
ing berths. The Jianghong-Caotan
fishery port economic zone, devel-
oped with an investment of about
200 million yuan, is designed with
16 operational berths and support-
ing services for unloading, icing,
refueling and supplies.

Processing capacity has kept
pace. The city is home to more
than 200 aquatic product process-
ors, 43 of which are above the des-
ignated size and six are leading
national agricultural enterprises
engaged in fisheries. Their annual
processing capacity tops 1 million
metric tons, and Zhanjiang sea-
food is exported to over 40 coun-
tries and regions.

In the first half of 2026, the city
exported aquatic products worth
1.5 billion yuan, up 4.5 percent
year-on-year and accounting for
81.5 percent of its total agricultur-
al exports. This means more sea-
food harvested from Zhanjiang
waters is reaching dining tables
around the world.

To promote the smart upgrad-
ing of marine ranching, Zhanjiang
Bay Laboratory released a marine
industrial intelligent connectivity
system in June. The system links
workboats, cages, sensors and
control terminals that had operat-
ed under separate communication
protocols.

Supporting remote monitoring,
automated feeding and fault
alerts, it delivers a homegrown
digital foundation to advance
smart fishing across full scenarios
and boost the high-quality devel-
opment of Zhanjiang’s marine
ranching industry.

Guangdong International Aquaculture Products Expo.
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Counties across city stepping up development of distinctive sectors

By ZHANG LINWAN
PSR hinadaily.com.cn

With this year’s Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival approaching, mooncake mak-
ers in Wuchuan, a county-level city
in Zhanjiang, Guangdong province,
are firing on all cylinders to meet
the surging market demand.

Wuchuan is now home to more
than 200 mooncake-making com-
panies, with a total of nearly 10,000
employees, and their combined
annual output value surpassed 2
billion yuan ($299 million).

Mooncakes have become a name
card of Wuchuan, bringing this
small coastal city renown both at
home and abroad, local officials
said.

The mooncake sector is a key
component of the city’s broader
food processing industry, which,
together with down products and
plastic footwear, forms its three pil-
lar industries.

Besides Wuchuan, all other coun-

ties and county-level cities in Zhan-
jlang are ramping up efforts to
develop their distinctive industries
and drive economic growth.

Official data showed that the five
county-level regions achieved GDP
of 203.97 billion yuan in 2025,
accounting for 51.6 percent of the
city’s total.

Among them, Leizhou city,
backed by the Zhanjiang Port-based
Economic Zone, is moving forward
with four major industries: elec-
tronic information, new materials,
light industry and textiles, and the
import and export-oriented pro-
cessing of agricultural products. A
total of 11 projects, with the com-
bined investment of 2.5 billion
yuan, have been completed and put
into production.

Leizhou also produces one-tenth
of the country’s golden pompano
fish every year. The Liusha Bay No 1
has been added into the ninth batch
of national-level marine ranch dem-
onstration zones.

Two women promote Lianjiang red oranges via livestreaming at a
fair. YANG CHUAN / FOR CHINA DAILY

Focusing on the wind power
industry, Xuwen county ranks first
in Zhanjiang in terms of offshore
wind power installed capacity.

With 1.5 million kilowatts of off-
shore wind power projects put into
operation, it has been listed among
China’s top 100 counties and coun-

ty-level cities for green develop-
ment of the year for two consecutive
years.

The county is also home to three
national and provincial-level mod-
ern agricultural parks as well as
China’s largest pineapple produc-
tion base.

Built around a pineapple planta-
tion covering more than 23,000
hectares, “the sea of pineapples” is
now a national 3A-level scenic spot
favored by tourists from around the
country.

As one of China’s main produc-
tion bases of small household appli-
ances, Lianjiang city contributes
about 30 percent of China’s total
rice cookers, and its small house-
hold appliance sector’s annual out-
put stands at over 25 billion yuan.

In recent years, the city has been
advancing the industry’s transition
by upgrading production equip-
ment, innovating product design
and exploring overseas markets.

During the Lianjiang Home

Appliances Autumn (Guangzhou)
Expo 2025 held in October, 50 home
appliance enterprises from Lian-
jiang showcased a variety of new
products, securing preliminary
orders worth approximately 165
million yuan.

Lianjiang is also famous for its
fresh, juicy red oranges and lychees.
It yields about 100,000 metric tons
of red oranges every year, with the
whole industry chain output value
topping 2.5 billion yuan.

Its lychee exports make up about
30 percent of the national total,
earning recognition in countries
such as Canada, Russia and Austra-
lia.

Suixi county has established an
extensive sweet potato industry
chain, ranging from seedling culti-
vation, standard planting and deep
processing to e-commerce sales.
The output value of the whole
industry chain reached 10 billion
yuan, according to local authori-
ties.
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