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TOP NEWS

Chinese models
lead in weekly
global Al usage

Competitive pricing and open-source
availability contribute to continuousrise

By CHENG YU
chengyu@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s large language models have
outpaced their counterparts from the
United States in weekly usage for 22
consecutive weeks, firmly holding the
top spot globally, according to latest
data from artificial intelligence model
aggregation platform OpenRouter.

Chinese Al models processed 62.22
trillion tokens from Sept 21 to Sunday
compared with 14.2 trillion generated
by US models. A token is the basic
unit of text processed by an AT model,
and it has become a measure of Al
usage and computing consumption.

OpenRouter’s data shows the gap
was not driven by a single Chinese
model, as three of the five most-used
models on the platform last week
came from Chinese developers.

DeepSeek’s V4.1 Flash held the top
spot — for a second week in a row —
with 19.6 trillion tokens, up 24 per-
cent from the previous week. Z.ai’s
GLM 5.3 Flash ranked second with
16.3 trillion tokens, up 16 percent.
Tencent’s Hy4 preview came in fourth
with 9.64 trillion tokens.

Hu Yanping, a distinguished pro-
fessor at the Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics, said that the
rise of Chinese models “reflects a com-
bination of broader model choices,
competitive pricing, open-source
availability and rapid iteration”

“For companies selecting large lan-
guage models, the price-performance
ratio and whether amodel works well
with Al agents, tool calling and other
enterprise applications are becoming
increasingly important alongside
raw intelligence. Chinese developers
have also been releasing multiple
models targeted at different work-
loads, helping meet a wider range of
enterprise demand,” Hu said.

Space Bunny Alpha, a model from
an anonymous developer, which

appeared on OpenRouter on Wednes-
day, shot to the third spot with nearly
14 trillion tokens in less than a week,
ahead of Tencent and OpenAI models.

Space Bunny Alpha offers a con-
text window of 1 million tokens and
accepts text, image and video inputs,
with adjustable reasoning effort and
tool-calling capabilities. While its
developer remains anonymous,
some foreign independent tests have
fueled speculation that it was built by
Chinese Al startup MiniMax.

Neither MiniMax nor OpenRouter
has officially confirmed the develop-
er’s identity. If the model has indeed
been made by MiniMax, Chinese
models could account for an even
larger share of the latest global usage
rankings, industry experts said.

Zhong Xinlong, director of the AT
research office at the China Center for
Information Industry Development’s
Future Industry Research Center, not-
ed that Chinese model developers’
advantages are “extending beyond
individual model metrics into full-
chain engineering capabilities”

Chinese developers have become
faster at moving models from the
testing phase to their formal release,
migrating users to new interfaces
and distributing them across multi-
ple platforms, Zhong said.

“That engineering speed, coupled
with lower inference costs, has
become particularly important as Al
shifts toward agents that autono-
mously write code, search databases
and call external tools — workloads
that can consume far more tokens
than a conventional chatbot conver-
sation,” he said.

However, usage is not the same
thing as technological leadership or
commercial success, Zhong said, add-
ing that the next challenge for Chinese
Al companies is turning their cost
advantages into reliable services and
higher-value enterprise applications.

Safety

: China sees crime

rate drop to century low

From page 1

The downward trend of such cases
continued in the first half of the year,
with criminal cases falling 16.5 per-
cent year-on-year, homicide cases
down 114 percent, and gun-related
cases dropping 53.3 percent.

Authorities have continued regu-
lar operations against organized
crime and intensified efforts to com-
bat telecommunications and online
fraud, while working to prevent
risks in areas including finance, real
estate and labor relations.

Beyond combating crime, grass-
roots mechanisms for resolving dis-
putes have also been expanded.
About 9.76 million disputes were

resolved through such mechanisms
in 2025 and another 7.13 million in
the first half of this year. The total
number of petitions in 2025 fell to
its lowest level this century, accord-
ing to the commission.

The Peaceful China Initiative will
place greater emphasis on risk moni-
toring and early warning, prevention-
oriented public security governance,
and the resolution of disputes at the
grassroots level, the meeting said.
Efforts will also be intensified to com-
bat serious violent crimes, gun- and
explosives-related offenses, human
trafficking and telecom fraud, while
grassroots disputes will be addressed
at an early stage to prevent them from
escalating into serious criminal cases.

Crab season
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For Italian architect Fabrizio
Gurrado, these relics of everyday
life offer something else: a way for
Chinese nostalgia and Western
aesthetics to meet.

Near the landmark Drum Tower
in Beijing, Gurrado has trans-
formed several enamel basins into
pendant lamps hanging from the
ceiling of an Italian restaurant.

Against the restaurant’s Euro-
pean-style interior, these distinctly
Chinese objects do not feel out of
place, Gurrado said, adding that
their age is precisely part of their
appeal.

“The chipped edges, the faded
colors, the typography — they carry
a kind of imperfect elegance that
fits very well into modern spaces,”
he said.

But Gurrado’s connection to
these items goes beyond design.
Having grown up in southern Italy
in the 1970s and 1980s, he remem-
bers similar enamelware in family
homes. Picking up an old Chinese

enamel mug can unexpectedly
take him back to his childhood and
evoke memories of his parents.

“I see stories of family meals, of
communal living, of thrift and care
in them,” he said.

Such familiarity gives vintage
items a resonance that can cross
cultures: An everyday object from
another country can evoke memo-
ries of home.

That appeal is also traveling far
beyond physical shops and interi-
ors. On social media, Chinese retro
goods and lifestyles have been find-
ing audiences overseas, particularly
among younger users. For example,
traditional Chinese cloth shoes
with “thousand-layer” soles went
viral on TikTok. Some online users
dubbed them the “Air Jordans of
the BC era’”, drawing attention to
the enduring craftsmanship behind
the traditional footwear.

Retro reimagined

For many overseas observers,
Chinese vintage may offer a
glimpse into an unfamiliar past.

in Beijing. WANG JING / CHINA DAILY

Shoppers select items at Yong'an Road Department Store on Sept 6

Crab farmers display newly caught white jade crabs on Monday at a crab breeding base in Zhili town,
Huzhou, Zhejiang province. This marks the second year that local farmers have engaged in large-
scale breeding of the white jade crab, a rare variant of the common river crab. Known for their trans-
parent shells, these crabs have meat that is plump and rich. As the National Day holiday approaches,
the crab breeding base in Huzhou is expected to reach its peak harvest season. xu YU / XINHUA

Vintage: Old objects appreciated for
combination of tamiharity and novelty

For young Chinese, however, many
of these objects are not exotic curi-
osities, but reminders of things
once found in the homes of their
parents and grandparents. That
nostalgia is now inspiring them to
reinterpret this heritage in con-
temporary ways.

Chinese content creator Hu Yu,
who grew up in the 1980s, has doc-
umented that disappearing mate-
rial world through short videos. In
one series, he visits surviving
State-owned department stores,
filming the goods still found
inside. The videos have attracted
viewers who use the comment sec-
tions to reminisce about similar
items from their own childhoods.

“It really surprised me,” Hu said.

For younger creators, old every-
day objects also offer a distinctive
visual language to work with. Their
bold colors, simple forms and rec-
ognizable motifs can easily be
recast in modern designs.

Guo Minjie, 21, is a pattern
designer for fuse beads, a craft
popular among young Chinese
enthusiasts. Rather than focusing
only on familiar anime characters
or pet motifs, she designed a
series based on old Chinese
household items such as sewing
machines, bicycles, enamel
basins and tin frog toys.

When she posted the patterns in
a fan group with more than 10,000
members, the designs quickly
caught on. More than 2,000 people
signed up for the series, with fans
sharing their finished pieces and
asking her to create more.

“Real retro objects will eventual-
ly wear out, but creativity ensures
that the family bonds and the
evolving memories of the times
behind them live on,” Guo said.

Contact the writers at
liyuche@?i21st.cn

Political

Lens

Xito pay tribute to national
heroes on Martyrs’ Day

President Xi Jinping and other
Party and State leaders will
present flower baskets to fallen
national heroes at Tiamanmen
Square in central Beijing on
Wednesday morning to mark the
country’s Martyrs’ Day.

The leaders will be joined by
representatives from all walks of
life at the ceremony, which will
be broadcast live by the China
Media Group.

In 2014, China’s top legislature
adopted the decision to establish
Martyrs’ Day. Observed on Sept 30,
one day before National Day, the
day commemorates those who
gave their lives for national inde-
pendence and prosperity.

Since the first Martyrs’ Day, Xi,
who is also general secretary of
the Communist Party of China
Central Committee and chair-
man of the Central Military Com-
mission, has maintained the
tradition of paying homage to
fallen heroes on the day.

This year marks the 77th found-
ing anniversary of the People’s
Republic of China and the 105th
founding anniversary of the CPC. It
also marks the 90th anniversary of
the victory of the Long March,
which lasted from 1934:to 1936.

Li urges stronger safety
measures to prevent major
accidents

Premier Li Qiang urged efforts
on Monday to prevent major and
serious workplace accidents, pro-
tect people’s lives and property,
and maintain social stability.

Speaking at a national telecon-
ference on workplace safety con-
vened by the State Council, China’s
Cabinet, Li stressed putting people
and their lives first, strengthening
accountability and ensuring safety
measures are thoroughly imple-
mented.

Li called for focusing on high-
risk situations and key industries
and sectors, improving the effec-
tiveness of hazard identification
and rectification, as well as tight-
ening workplace safety oversight
and law enforcement.

He also urged stronger disaster
prevention, mitigation and relief
efforts to minimize disaster-re-
lated losses.

Meeting calls for greater
countercyclical policy
support

Premier Li Qiang chaired a
State Council executive meeting
on Monday to discuss improving
macroeconomic policy effective-
ness and promoting effective
investment.

The meeting stressed the need
to step up countercyclical adjust-
ments in macroeconomic policy to
meet annual economic and social
development targets.

It said that existing policy
measures should be implemented
more effectively, and the issuance
and use of various types of bonds
should be accelerated.

Tt also called for further devel-
oping policy measures to boost
domestic demand, stabilize the
property market, and promote
employment and income growth.
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Commemorating Confucius holds modern meaning

By YANG FEIYUE and
ZHAO RUIXUE in Jining, Shandong

The words of The Analects of Con-
Jfucius rose into the autumn air, set
to music at the Confucius Temple in
Qufu, a county-level city in Jining,
Shandong province, on Monday, as
people stepped forward with flower
baskets and bowed during a cere-
mony, which was part of a ritual
that has continued in various forms
for centuries in the hometown of
the philosopher who lived more
than 2,500 years ago.

“It’s very interesting, lively;” said
Jonah Dunch, a Canadian graduate
student studying Chinese philoso-
phy at Peking University in Beijing,
who attended the 2026 Memorial
Ceremony for Confucius.

He was visiting Qufu for the Nish-
an Forum on World Civilizations,
and said that the ceremony offered a
glimpse into how Confucian tradi-
tions are being carried into the
present.

“You could see an interesting mix
of ancient practices and texts, and
modern things as well,” Dunch said,
adding that the experience gave him
a sense of the influence Confucius
continues to have in Chinese culture.

“I can see that Chinese people
respect Confucius,” he said.

This year marks the 2,577th anni-
versary of the birth of Confucius, an
influential educator and philoso-
pher whose teachings became the
foundation of Confucianism, shap-
ing Chinese society and thought for
generations. He advocated teaching
students regardless of their social
background.

The tradition of commemorating
Confucius began in 478 BC, a year
after his death, and has evolved to
feature ancient music, ceremonial
dances and traditional rituals.

The gathering was part of this
year’s China International Confucius
Cultural Festival, which is themed
“For a World of Shared Peace and
Harmony with Benevolence and

Ancient Rituals” The festival drew
about 300 participants from 44 coun-
tries and regions, including foreign
dignitaries, diplomats, UNESCO Con-
fucius Prize laureates, overseas travel
agents and young Sinologists.

The festival runs through Oct 7,
taking Confucian culture to the
world through study tours, bringing
it into everyday life through temple
fairs, promoting the reading of
Confucian classics worldwide, and
following Confucius’ legacy along
the Grand Canal.

‘Wang Jiayi, vice-minister of educa-
tion, highlighted Confucius’ long-
standing influence as an educator,
citing principles including “educa-
tion for all without discrimination”,
“teaching according to aptitude” and
“learning with constant practice”.

Wang said that these ideas con-
tinue to have relevance today.

He also referred to the UNESCO
Confucius Prize for Literacy, estab-
lished in 2005 with funding from
Shandong. Over the past two dec-

ades, the prize has recognized doz-
ens of literacy initiatives.

This year’s recipients from Leba-
non, Mexico and Thailand have
worked with out-of-school youths,
women and indigenous communities
through non-formal education, bilin-
gual literacy programs and multilin-
gual learning, Wang said.

“They are living examples of Confu-
cius’idea of education for all,” he said.

Spiritual pursuits

Lin W, secretary of the Shandong
Provincial Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China, said that Confu-
cian thought took root in China and
reflects the spiritual pursuits of the
Chinese nation, embodying the dis-
tinctive charm of Chinese civilization.

He said that the emphasis of Con-
fucian thought on benevolence and
harmony in diversity, as well as The
Doctrine of the Mean, could offer
important inspiration for addressing
global challenges and problems fac-
ing humanity today.

“As the world changes rapidly, peo-
ple expect to meet through culture;”
Lin said, describing the festival as a
platform for cultural exchange and
mutual learning. He also emphasized
the importance of preserving cultur-
al diversity and ensuring that tradi-
tional culture remains connected to
contemporary life.

In a video address to the Nishan
Forum on World Civilizations, which
this year focuses on “Civilization,
Order and Justice”, Thomas Bach,
ninth president and honorary presi-
dent for life of the International
Olympic Committee, drew a connec-
tion between Confucian thought and
the values of the Olympic movement.

Bach recalled his visit to Qufu sev-
eral years ago, saying that it gave him
an opportunity to see firsthand the
common ground between Confucian
thought and the Olympic ideal.

Confucius recognized the impor-
tance of cultivating both body and
mind, Bach said, an idea that also finds
an echo in the ancient Roman maxim
about “asound mind in a sound body”.
He welcomed the forum’s efforts to
explore connections between civiliza-
tions and cultures, saying that dia-

logue has become increasingly
important in a divided world, and
called for a shared spirit of under-
standing and peaceful coexistence.

Suos Yara, chairman of the Com-
mission on Foreign Affairs, Interna-
tional Cooperation and Information
of the National Assembly of Cambo-
dia, said that the forum’s theme was
particularly relevant to a world facing
rapid technological changes, growing
interdependence and a series of inter-
connected challenges.

He said that civilization gives peo-
ple a sense of identity and wisdom,
while order creates the conditions
for peaceful coexistence and justice
helps sustain that order.

The Nishan forum provides an
opportunity to draw on different civi-
lizational experiences and perspec-
tives in addressing challenges that no
country can tackle alone, he said.

The contemporary value of Confu-
cianism, global governance, artificial
intelligence and other issues con-
cerning humanity’s future are
among the topics being discussed.

Contact the writers at
yangfeiyue@chinadaily.com.cn



