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Harmony without uniformity holds its value

I n our quest for a harmonious world, the 
2,500-year-old Chinese concept of “harmony 
without uniformity” offers a compelling 
vision. The principle suggests that global sta-

bility does not necessitate cultural homogeniza-
tion or the imposition of a single societal model. 
Instead, it proposes harmony in the coexistence of 
diverse cultures. If given space to flourish, this con-
cept can serve as a valuable framework for address-
ing some modern challenges, from the acute trust 
deficit to the ethical dilemmas posed by artificial 
intelligence and the urgent need for equitable glob-
al governance. 

China has worked to promote and implement 
this principle. In 2023, President Xi Jinping put 
forward the Global Civilization Initiative, which 
calls for respecting cultural diversity, promoting 
common human values and enhancing interna-
tional cultural exchanges. The impact of the initi-
ative was institutionalized when the United 
Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted 
a resolution proposed by China in 2024, designat-
ing June 10 each year as the International Day for 
Dialogue among Civilizations. That reflects the 
broad international support for China’s vision of 
harmonious coexistence and a community with a 
shared future for humanity.

Named after the birthplace of Confucius, the 
Nishan Forum on World Civilizations was first 
convened in 2010 in response to the UN proposal 
for a dialogue among civilizations. The 12th 
forum, which opened on Monday in Qufu, Shand-
ong province, with the theme “Civilization, Order 
and Justice”, presents a timely counternarrative to 
the zero-sum view of international relations pro-
moted by some countries, which centers on civili-
zational superiority and the clash of civilizations. 

The forum’s emphasis on achieving universal 
justice through dialogue is both a practical imper-
ative and an urgent necessity for effective global 
governance.

Drawing on the wisdom of “harmony without 
uniformity”, the forum provides a platform for 
exchanges of views on topics such as the contem-
porary value of Confucianism, the global govern-
ance deficit, the need for dialogue among 
civilizations, and the role of AI in shaping human-
ity’s future. It sends a clear message to the world: 
civilizations are not ranked in terms of superiority 

or inferiority. Countries should respect different 
historical traditions, values and development 
paths, abandon confrontational thinking and 
seek consensus through equal dialogue. 

In a video address to the forum, International 
Olympic Committee honorary president Thomas 
Bach emphasized the vital role of dialogue 
between civilizations, drawing parallels between 
Confucian philosophy and the Olympic spirit. 
Bach noted the shared values between the East 
and West, particularly Confucius’ emphasis on 
developing both body and mind, a concept 
echoed in the ancient Roman adage Mens sana in 
corpore sano, “a sound mind in a sound body”. He 
stressed that in today’s divided world, dialogues 
between civilizations and cultures are crucial for 
fostering understanding and unity among peo-
ples in different nations. 

Also on Monday, the World Dialogue on China 
Studies opened in Cairo to deepen academic 
exchanges between China and the Arab world. 
The event is another example of China’s efforts to 
promote dialogue and build consensus.

The Silk Road in history was not merely a trade 
route but also a vibrant artery for the exchange of 
goods and ideas that shaped human progress. 
Today, the Belt and Road Initiative, alongside plat-
forms such as the Nishan Forum and the World 
Dialogue, continues that legacy. Far from being a 
geopolitical strategy, this endeavor rejects hegem-
ony and embraces mutual learning, ensuring that 
the ancient spirit of cross-civilizational dialogue 
continues to illuminate our shared path forward. 

The world faces multiple challenges, as the 
global economy struggles to recover, the devel-
opment gap continues to widen, and the eco-
logical environment deteriorates. To tackle 
these common challenges, nations require not 
only material resources but also cultural and 
ethical ones.

Through its efforts to promote mutual learning 
among civilizations, China is demonstrating its 
sincere desire to work with other countries to pur-
sue modernization with distinctive national fea-
tures. By championing equality, respect, dialogue 
and inclusiveness among civilizations, China’s 
approach provides the much-needed spiritual 
foundation to navigate today’s crises and build a 
community with a shared future for humanity. 

Peaceful China Initiative demonstrates 
potential of country’s ‘quiet strength’ 

Editorials

Tokyo knows what to do to 
repair relations with Beijing

When Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi met Takeshi Iwaya, president 
of the Japanese Association for the 
Promotion of International Trade, in 
Beijing on Monday, he made a perti-
nent observation. Next year will mark 
the 55th anniversary of the normaliza-
tion of diplomatic relations between 
China and Japan, but bilateral ties are 
again in a difficult situation and need 
to be “normalized” once more.

This is a richly nuanced diplomatic 
expression. In fact, Sino-Japanese 
relations have been stuck in an 
impasse ever since Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi made her 
erroneous and dangerous remarks in 
November last year that a “contin-
gency” in the Taiwan Strait could 
represent a “survival-threatening sit-
uation” for Japan.

Despite this, China has not 
slammed the door on dialogue, par-
ticularly with the Japanese people 
and organizations that are commit-
ted to the cause of China-Japan 
friendship, even if such conversa-
tions are hard to come by.

The Taiwan question is China’s 
internal affair that brooks no external 
interference. To repair the relation-
ship, the Takaichi government must 
take the right attitude toward history 
and adopt an objective and rational 
understanding of China. Tokyo knows 
what to do to mend ties. Japan’s 
urgent task, as Wang said, is to correct 
Takaichi’s irresponsible remarks on 
China’s Taiwan region. 

The diplomatic door remains 

open, but Tokyo cannot expect time 
to dilute the impact of Takaichi’s pro-
vocative words and actions.

The contrast with Yohei Kono, the 
association’s former president, who 
passed away in June at 89, is telling. 
Kono’s willingness to face history had 
earned him respect in China and 
neighboring countries. Wang acknowl-
edged him as a statesman of con-
science who confronted Japan’s dark 
past and reflected on the crimes of 
militarist aggression. This is a rebuke 
to those in Tokyo who appear to regard 
historical memory as an inconven-
ience rather than a responsibility.

The timing is awkward for Takai-
chi. This year marks the 80th anni-
versary of the opening of the Tokyo 
Trials. At the United Nations General 
Assembly last week, she openly 
called for the removal of the UN 
Charter’s “enemy state” references.

China’s UN envoy Sun Lei rightly 
pointed out that Japan’s military 
expansion and attempts to revise its 
pacifist Constitution made the “ene-
my state” references acutely relevant 
to safeguarding the postwar order.

On Sept 24, China’s consul-general 
in Osaka, Xue Jian, offered another 
pointed observation: Tokyo’s hostile 
perceptions of China, he argued, were 
rooted in long-standing prejudice and 
a failure to objectively observe China. 
It is absurd for the Takaichi govern-
ment to persist in viewing China 
through a prism of strategic hostility 
while ignoring Japan’s economic and 
cultural ties with China.

Iwaya, for his part, acknowledged 
that relations were worrying and 
pledged to uphold Kono’s legacy and 
the four political documents under-
pinning bilateral ties. He also insist-
ed that Japanese politicians must 
keep the country on the path of 
peaceful development.

That is a message the Takaichi gov-
ernment would do well to consider. 
Does it really understand the conse-
quences of turning China’s Taiwan 
region into a flash point? Does it gen-
uinely want to provoke war? Does 
Tokyo really think that antagonizing 
China serves Japan’s interests? 

Fundamentally, Japan needs to 
develop an objective and rational 
perception of China.

Tuesday marked the 54th anniversa-
ry of the issuance of the China-Japan 
Joint Communique. The joint commu-
nique, together with the other three 
political documents agreed between 
the two sides, laid the political founda-
tion for China-Japan relations and 
established political norms for proper-
ly handling major issues of principle, 
including history and the Taiwan ques-
tion. These documents must not be 
distorted, rolled back or undermined.

As Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun stressed, 
history has repeatedly shown that 
only by genuinely upholding the spir-
it of the four political documents 
between China and Japan can the 
bilateral relationship avoid veering 
off course or derailing.

— LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

Opinion Line

What They Say

Cai Meng

A  country’s strength is often measured in 
terms of its technological, economic 
and military prowess. Yet one of the 
most consequential measures is more 

prosaic: whether its people can walk home at 
night without fear. 

In his instruction conveyed at a working confer-
ence on the Peaceful China Initiative, held in Bei-
jing on Monday, President Xi Jinping urged efforts 
to advance the initiative to a higher level to ensure 
sustained progress in China’s modernization.

The Chinese concept of ping an, translated as 
peaceful in the initiative, encompasses peace, sta-
bility, safety and social harmony — public goods 
that people expect from a responsible govern-
ment, alongside education, healthcare, economic 
opportunity, and more. 

In the instruction, Xi emphasized actions to reso-
lutely pursue a holistic approach to national securi-
ty and to uphold and strengthen the Communist 
Party of China’s overall leadership in this area. 

He also called for efforts to pursue development 
and safeguard security, strengthen the legal 
underpinning, leverage science and technology, 
and prevent and mitigate all kinds of risks in rele-
vant fields, so as to continuously make the country 
safer, society more orderly, governance more effec-
tive, and the people more satisfied. 

Xi acknowledged the progress that has been 
made in building a safe China since 2012, making 
the country one of the safest in the world. 

China’s institutional capacity and strength to 
coordinate national priorities, mobilize resources 
and organize governments at different levels will 
continue to help provide a ping an environment 
conducive to sustained economic and social devel-
opment.

Safety has become an increasingly notable com-
ponent of China’s appeal to visitors from overseas. 
The Global Public Security Index Report (2025-26), 
covering 62 countries, ranked China first with a 
score of 84.62 out of 100.

As visa-free access expands, and more people 
arrive in China from overseas for study, tourism, 
business and cultural exchanges, many encoun-
ter something that statistics struggle to convey: 
the worry-free experience of taking an evening 

stroll, cycling after dark or running through city 
streets. These are ordinary pleasures for millions 
of Chinese, yet remain difficult to enjoy in some 
other countries, including  some wealthy ones. 

However, the task of building a ping an society 
is not yet finished. Extreme weather, geological 
disasters, workplace accidents, risks associated 
with emerging technologies and public-health 
emergencies all test the capacity of governments 
to protect people. 

Artificial intelligence and big data offer tools for 
identifying risks, but also generate new vulnerabil-
ities. No country can assume that yesterday’s secu-
rity arrangements will meet tomorrow’s 
challenges. 

This is why Xi’s instruction matters beyond its 
reaffirmation of past progress. It sets out a meth-
od: balance development with security, combine 
punishment with prevention, address immedi-
ate dangers and their underlying causes, and 
strengthen both the rule of law and technologi-
cal capabilities. The emphasis on early warning 
and risk prevention is particularly significant. 
Effective security governance must anticipate 
dangers rather than merely respond after dam-
age has been done.

The upheavals afflicting parts of the world offer 
an acute reminder of what is easily overlooked in 
an age of geopolitical drama: peace and stability 
are valuable public assets.

China, with 1.4 billion people, as the world’s 
second-largest economy and the major trading 
partner of more than 160 countries and regions, 
is a manufacturing powerhouse, a vast consumer 
market and a crucial link in global supply chains. 
A peaceful, stable, safe and harmonious China 
contributes to the predictability of international 
commerce and the security of global supply 
chains. Raising safety in various sectors in China 
to a higher standard is therefore not merely a 
domestic undertaking. It is also a contribution to 
a more stable world.

The implementation of the Peaceful China Ini-
tiative will continue to translate the country’s 
“quiet strength” into greater confidence, opportu-
nity and well-being for ordinary people, as well as 
benefits for the world. 

New types of batteries, including 
lithium, sodium and flow batteries, are 
high-efficiency devices for storing and 
converting electrical energy. The focus 
of innovation is new operating princi-
ples, materials, structures and manu-
facturing processes. The output value 
of China’s new-type battery industry 
exceeded 1 trillion yuan ($149 billion) 
during the past five years.

The 15th Five-Year Plan period is a 
window of opportunity for China to 
consolidate its competitive edge in 
the industry. The plan envisions the 
initial large-scale application of all-
solid-state batteries and aims for a 
life of 15,000 cycles for long-life lithi-
um batteries by 2030.

The plan builds on China’s 
strengths in industrial scale and sup-
ply chains and aims to capitalize on 
the strategic opportunities arising 
from the global energy transition and 
the new technological revolution. 

In the past, batteries were often 
viewed simply as components rather 
than as a stand-alone industry. The 

plan elevates the industry, recogni-
zing it as an important pillar for 
building a new energy system, foster-
ing new quality productive forces 
and serving as a foundation for 
emerging industries such as energy 
storage, the low-altitude economy 
and intelligent robotics.

The plan emphasizes an end-to-
end approach that covers new mech-
anisms, materials, structures and 
processes. It calls for parallel explora-
tion of mainstream lithium-ion bat-
tery systems and next-generation 
technologies. 

It is possible for next-generation 
battery technologies and today’s 
mainstream systems to mature with-
in the same industrial cycle, comple-
menting each other. 

The plan also encourages expand-
ing the application of new types of 
batteries beyond traditional vehicles 
to diverse fields, including consumer 
electronics, transportation, energy 
storage and frontier applications. 
This will enable China’s new-type bat-

tery industry to spearhead the global 
energy transition and industrial 
transformation through a virtuous 
cycle in which expanding application 
scenarios generate demand, which in 
turn, drives technological upgrading.

Digitalization, green transforma-
tion and greater integration are cen-
tral to this industrial upgrading. The 
plan outlines tasks to enhance digital 
and intelligent development, acceler-
ate the industry’s green transforma-
tion and build an integrated industry 
ecosystem. By supporting technologi-
cal breakthroughs and upgrading, it 
seeks to unlock the innovation poten-
tial of the entire industry chain.

Collectively, these measures indi-
cate a shift in industrial competition 
from individual products to broader 
systems and ecosystems. Going for-
ward, those who proactively 
strengthen supply-chain resilience, 
shape standards and rules, and 
develop a global presence will be bet-
ter positioned to lead the industry’s 
future development.

Plan powers charge of new-type battery industry
Editor’s note: China has released a plan for the development of the emerging industry of new types of battery during 
the 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period. Xinhua News Agency spoke to Nan Cewen, an academician at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences; and Liu Wenqiang, vice-president of the China Center for Information Industry Development, on 
the future of this emerging sector. Below are excerpts of the interviews. The views don’t necessarily represent those of 
China Daily.


