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April 15, 2025, marks the 10th National 

Security Education Day. Over the past decade, 

under the strong leadership of the CPC Central 

Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its 

core and guided by the Holistic Approach to 

National Security, China has strengthened legal 

s a f e g u a r d s ,  i n n o v a t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

mechanisms, and deepened public engagement 

in national security education. The active 

participation of the people has significantly 

enhanced national security awareness across 

society, solidifying the societal foundation for 

safeguarding national security.

On April 15, 2014, at the first meeting of 

the Central National Security Commission, 

General Secretary Xi Jinping proposed the 

Holistic Approach to National Security with a 

groundbreaking vision, providing a powerful 

ideological tool for national security work in 

the new era. On July 1, 2015, the 15th Session 

of the 12th National People's Congress 

Standing Committee adopted the National 

Secur i ty Law, des ignat ing Apri l 15 as 

National Security Education Day. Over the 

past decade, institutional frameworks for 

na t ional secur i ty educat ion have been 

continuously refined, with the public actively 

engaging in awareness campaigns. As a 

result, societal security consciousness has 

been notably elevated. 

National security education for all has 

achieved comprehensive outreach—penetrating 

government agencies, schools, enterprises, 

communities, rural areas, military bases, and 

online platforms (the “Seven Expansions"). 

This progress has significantly enhanced its 

coverage, public awareness, and social 

participation, laying a solid foundation for 

advancing high-quali ty development of 

national security education and awareness 

campaigns.

Youth is the future of the nation. Over 

the past decade, schools nationwide have 

employed youth-friendly methods to instill 

the Holistic Approach to National Security in 

students from an early age, fostering legal thinking 

and security awareness. Initiatives include 

“bringing experts into classrooms”—inviting 

scholars, law enforcement officers, judicial 

personnel, and scientists to campuses—and 

“organizing field trips” to historical and 

technological exhibitions, making national 

security concepts tangible. Over the decade, 

systemic improvements have been made: in 

2018, the Ministry of Education issued 

guidelines to develop national security 

textbooks and advance the discipline of 

national security studies. By 2024, revised 

compulsory education textbooks—covering 

all grades within three years—will enhance 

content on national security and the rule of 

law. University-level materials, such as 

National Security Law Studies, Fundamental 

Theories of National Security Studies, and A 
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Security Education, have evolved from 

foundational works to interdisciplinary 

innovations. 

National security education reaches 

people where they are. By approaching 

communities and resonating with hearts and 

minds, its influence and coverage have 

steadily expanded. On April 2, the China-

Laos Railway “Guoan” (National Security) 

themed train departed Kunming South 

Station, featuring meticulously designed 

exhibitions and slogans in its carriages to 

educate passengers on national security 

knowledge and showcase China's security 

achievements. Using transportation as a 

vehicle, the “Guoan” initiative has expanded 

from buses and subways to flights, ferries, 

shared bikes, and taxis, integrating security 

awareness into daily life, making it routine, 

a n d  e m b e d d i n g i t  d e e p l y  i n  p u b l i c 

consciousness.

F r o m o ffl i n e a c t i v i t i e s t o c l o u d 

platforms, and urban communities to border 

villages, national security education has 

integrated traditional culture, emerging 

industries, and cutting-edge technologies, 

becoming trendy, dynamic, and impactful. 

Through subtle yet pervasive methods, it has 

b u i l t  a  d e f e n s e  l i n e  w i t h  u n i v e r s a l 

participation. National security officers 

safeguarding the nation on covert operations, 

grassroots workers promoting awareness in 

streets and vil lages, and every cit izen 

contr ibut ing to securi ty in their dai ly 

roles—all prove that “no one is a bystander” 

i n  d e f e n d i n g  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y . 

Responsibility and action belong to all.

With the growing public awareness of 

national security education, an increasing 

number of citizens have reported risks via 

t h e 1 2 3 3 9 n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y h o t l i n e , 

actively fulfilling their duty to safeguard 

na t i ona l s ecu r i t y. Ahead o f t he 10 th 

National Security Education Day, national 

security authorities publicly honored and 

awarded over 90 individuals for their 

ou t s tand ing con t r ibu t ions to na t iona l 

security during the 2024-2025 period. This 

has marked the 7th consecutive year (since 

2019) that such commendations have been 

organized nationwide to recognize citizens 

who have aided in protecting national 

security.

A decade of dedicated efforts has 

comprehensively strengthened national 

security, steadily enhancing the people's 

sense of fulfillment, happiness, and security. 

Looking to the future with confidence, the 

entire Party and people of all ethnic groups 

across the nation will unite closely around the 

CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi 

Jinping at its core. By fully implementing the 

Holistic Approach to National Security and 

unwaveringly advancing the Chinese Path to 

National Security, the people's role as the 

bedrock of national security will be further 

solidified.
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April 15: Teachers and students at Huazhong University of Science and Technology attend the

 “National Security Education Lecture for Tens of Millions of Teachers and Students"
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Source: Xinhua April 15: Teachers and students at Huazhong University of Science and Technology attend the

 “National Security Education Lecture for Tens of Millions of Teachers and Students"
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(2) National Security Agencies: Consistent Success in Major Case Crackdowns

Recently, national security authorities 

have successively uncovered multiple cases in 

which individuals actively defected to foreign 

espionage agencies, effectively neutralizing 

leakage risks and delivering a powerful 

deterrent to offenders threatening national 

security.

Case of Zhong, an Employee of a 

Classified Unit

Z h o n g , f o r m e r l y e m p l o y e d b y a 

subsidiary of a security-sensitive organization, 

later resigned to start his own business. Due to 

commercial disputes involving his company, 

Zhong was listed as a dishonest judgment 

debtor by the court, resulting in frozen bank 

accounts. Facing financial pressure, Zhong 

accessed the official website of a foreign 

intelligence agency and defected, falsely 

claiming to be a senior official of the classified 

unit to seek collaboration. The foreign 

intelligence agency promptly established 

contact, collected his personal information, 

and demanded details about the classified unit. 

Zhong provided information on a classified 

project he had previously participated in. 

Through meticulous investigation, national 

security authorities obtained evidence of 

Zhong's illegal activities and apprehended 

him before his scheduled meeting with 

foreign intelligence operatives, thereby 

neutralizing security risks.

Case of Qi, a Staff Member of a Classified 

Unit

Qi, a former employee of a security-

sensi t ive organizat ion, exploi ted thei r 

involvement in classified projects to illegally 

retain confidential materials through copying 

and photographing. Following substantial 

pe r sona l financ ia l los ses due to poor 

investment decisions, Qi sought to sell state 

secrets for monetary gain. Qi accessed the 

official website of a foreign intelligence 

agency to offer cooperation, even removing 

original classified documents from the 

workplace to photograph and transmit them 

from home. Through meticulous investigation, 

national security authorities promptly detected 

Qi's unlawful activities. Forensic analysis 

confirmed that the materials in Qi's possession 

contained multiple documents classified as 

state secrets. Ultimately, Qi was convicted 

of stealing state secrets for foreign entities 

and sentenced to 2 years and 3 months 

imprisonment with 1 year deprivation of 

political rights.

Case of Song, an Unemployed Individual

Song, unemployed and facing financial 

difficulties due to prolonged job search 

failures, conceived the idea of defecting to 

foreign intelligence agencies for monetary 

gain. To enhance his perceived value, Song 

downloaded and systematically organized 

publicly available information about a research 

institution before initiating contact.

Subsequently, Song accessed the official 

website of a foreign intelligence agency, 
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falsely presenting himself as a researcher 

p o s s e s s i n g s i g n i fi c a n t  s c i e n t i fi c a n d 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d s o u g h t 

collaboration. National security authorities 

detected and intercepted Song's attempted 

defection during their investigation.

While the materials Song prepared did not 

contain state secrets, his proactive attempt to 

defect violated the Counter-Espionage Law of 

the People's Republic of China. Consequently, 

Song was administratively penalized by 

national security authorities in accordance with 

the law.

The Criminal Law of the People 's 

Republic of China stipulates: Participating in 

espionage organizations or accepting missions 

from espionage organizations or their agents, 

thereby endangering national security, shall be 

sentenced to fixed-term imprisonment of not 

less than ten years or life imprisonment; for less 

severe circumstances, the sentence shall be 

fixed-term imprisonment of not less than three 

years but not more than ten years; stealing, 

spying on, purchasing, or illegally providing 

state secrets or intelligence for foreign 

institutions, organizations, or individuals shall 

be sentenced to fixed-term imprisonment of not 

less than five years but not more than ten years; 

for exceptionally severe circumstances, the 

sentence shall be fixed-term imprisonment of 

not less than ten years or life imprisonment; 

for less severe circumstances, the sentence 

shall be fixed-term imprisonment of not more 

than five years, criminal detention, public 

surveillance, or deprivation of political 

rights.

The Counter-Espionage Law of the People's 

Republic of China stipulates: Participating in 

espionage organizations, accepting missions 

from espionage organizations or their agents, or 

defecting to espionage organizations or their 

agents cons t i tu tes esp ionage ac ts . For 

individuals who commit espionage acts that do 

not yet constitute a crime, the national security 

au thor i t i e s sha l l impose a warn ing or 

administrative detention of up to 15 days, with a 

sole or concurrent fine of up to 50,000 yuan; if 

the illegal gains exceed 50,000 yuan, a sole or 

concurrent fine of one to five times the illegal 

gains shall be imposed, and the relevant 

departments may impose disciplinary sanctions 

in accordance with the law.
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(December 16, 2024)
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